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40, Meet ’41 
Production and Sales 
Old Year Reviewed 
‘Sparks’ California-Bound 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


WO DAYS MORE and 1940's 
iL race will have been run. We'll 
ar the December sheet off the 
jendar and get set for '41, ex- 
eting it will be a better year 
an its predecessor. Wishful 
inking possibly, because as we 
iw 1940 in retrospect we find it 
ks in both production and sales 
f cars and trucks close on the 
vels of 1929, famous as the yard- 
ick with which we measure the 
bb and flow of the industry’s 
perations. 




















* * 


OF COURSE, the year is not 
nded as this is written, and it will 
a month or so before the of- 
cial returns come in, so all that 
be done now is to approximate 
in ’40. But the 
slumn’s pipe line taps what writ- 
ts so often refer to as “a reliable 
urce of information,” so the fig- 


As I get it from the Automobile 
it looks as 


raving out Canada, will be 4,476,- 
00 units, with retail sales running 
» 4,100,000. Comparison of this 
ear’s estimated sales with other 
tont-runners shows that, while 
still holds its own, its position 
s been seriously threatened in 
e last few years. Maybe 1941 will 
ke the honor away from it. 
vhances look good. 
* * * 

| THE MARK the little feller has 
* shoot at to gain this glory in 
‘he matter of sales is ’29’s 4,407,263. 
‘second place on this honor roll is 
‘eld by ’36, with 4,163,032. In third 
lace is ’37 with 4,152,709. Fourth 
s 39 with 3,244,278. The lame duck 
f recent years was 1938, which 
lumped to 2,344,731. We well re- 
member this last year which start- 
ed out so strong that we were 
ooking for a broken record. But 
‘he prosperity of the two preceding 
years brought about this drop, it 
8 explained by the students of 
wophecy and retrospection. They 
attribute it to the over-extended 
duying in ’36 and ’37. 

* * * 

TURNING TO the headlines of 
0, this columnist finds there were 
Many other things than production 
ind sales to occupy our minds. 
Such things as war clouds that 
Yought about the defense pro- 
stam; the response of the automo- 
tile industry to Uncle Sam’s call 
‘or help in building tanks, airplane 
engines and the like; the threat of 
the early days of the defense pro- 
stam that automobile production 
Might be stopped. We’re still in a 
jlither but gradually the industry 
8 finding its feet, promising to be 
‘he most important factor in this 
vork, 

Too, we have had the Withrow 
rpisode and the General Motors 
tial at South Bend; the defeat of 
jhe drive to hamstring the dealers 
(See SPARKS, Page 15, Col. 1) 
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NADA Convention 
To Feature Forum 


On Pay-Hour Act 


Dealers Asked to Present 
Individual Problems 
For Discussion 


DETROIT.—Under the title 
of “Information, Please,’”’ the 
24th annual convention of 
the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. in Pittsburgh 
will feature an open forum dis- 
cussion of the Wage and Hour 
law as it affects automobile deal- 


ers. This feature will take place 
Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 22. 


The discussion will be led by 
Charles W. Bishop, general counsel 
of NADA. Delegates to the conven- 
tion will have an opportunity to 
ask questions that have confronted 
them since the law went into effect, 
and obtain the answers in ac- 
cordance with rulings that have 
been issued by the Wage-Hour 
division. 

Clarification of the Wage and 
Hour law for the benefit of auto- 
mobile dealers has been one of the 
functions of NADA during the past 
year. The work has been done 
under the direction of a Wage- 
Hour committee, comprising rep- 
resentatives of NADA and _ the 
Automobile Trade Assn. Managers. 


Bishop has been in _ constant 
communication with the Wage- 
Hour division during the past year, 
and as developments arose they 
were reported to the membership. 
In view of the fact that no court 
decisions have yet been made, deal- 
ers are compelled to base their op- 
erations on rulings of the division. 

The “Information, Please” fea- 
ture on the convention program is 
planned so that dealers can pre- 
sent their individual problems, and 
have them answered in an open 
meeting. In that way all dealers 
with similar problems may be 
guided accordingly. 

Principal address at the NADA’s 
annual banquet Jan. 22 will be 
given by Henry R. Luce, editor of 
Life magazine. 


Other speakers include J. Lester 
Perry, president, Carnegie-Illinois 
Steel Corp.; Arthur O. Dietz, presi- 
dent, Commercial _ Investment 
Trust Corp; Donald R. Richberg, 
special counsel, NADA; Philip M. 
Klutznick, counsel, Nebraska Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn.; J. B. Van 
Tassell, business management con- 
sultant, Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn., and Lake Hays, counsel, 
Universal Underwriters. 


Interstate Trade 
Barriers Get Rap 


In N. C. Tax Case 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Warning that 
“interstate commerce can hardly 
survive in so hostile an atmos- 
phere,’ the U. S. supreme court 
last week ruled that North Caro- 
lina’s $250 license tax on out-of- 
state retailerswas unconstitutional. 


This was the second such ruling 
to be handed down in as many 
decision days by the court which 
is taking steps to curb the taxing 
powers of states. This decision was 
seen as a definite blow to ending 
interstate barriers which are be- 
ginning to cause the federal gov- 
ernment trouble. 


nn ‘7 


held that the state of Wisconsin 





| 


In the previous week the tribunal 


legally could impose a levy on divi- | 


{sone paid by out-of-state corpora- 
| 


tions on that portion of business 
| done within the state. 


40 Output Hits 4,675,000; 
Curtailment Seen in 194] 


Defense Program || Headlines 
Is a Vital Factor|| of 1940 


Many Observers Expect 
‘Reasonable’ Volume 
of 1941 Models 


By Pete Wembhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.— While the 
automotive industry in 1940 
is completing its third high- 
est production in history (4,- 
675,000 units), as the dawn 


of 1941 draws near there are grow- 
ing indications that normal car and 
truck output may be curtailed dur- 
ing the coming 12 months by the 
exigencies of National Defense. 

How extensive the curtailment 
will be is still a matter of conjec- 
ture, but from all sides come 
definite signs that some curtail- 
ment will be forthcoming — in 
three months, five months or at 
least by next fall when the short- 
age of skilled manpower is expected 
to be at its zenith. 

However, many industry observ- 
ers, including K. T. Keller, presi- 
dent of Chrysler Corp., believe that 
the industry will be able to turn 
out a “reasonable” volume of cars 
and trucks for domestic use, even 
though retail demand is expected 
to continue at the record pace set 
during the past four months. 


After citing that the automobile], . 


industry in 1940 “completed one 
(See PROSPECTS, Page 2, Col. 5) 


Chevrolet Sales 
In °40 Now Over 
1,000,000 Mark 


DETROIT.— Chevrolet sales of 
new passenger and commercial 
ears for the calendar year of 1940 
passed the 1,000,000-mark Dec. 20, 
it was announced here iast week 
by William E. Holler, general sales 


manager. This is the third time in|, | 


the history of Chevrolet that sales 
in any calendar year have ex- 
ceeded 1,000,000, he said. 

Only in 1929 and 1936 did Chev- 
rolet dealers retail in excess of 1,- 
000,000 cars and trucks, and 1940, 
according to estimates, will sur- 
pass 1929, Holler said. 

In 1939, he said, dealers retailed 
791,886 new cars and trucks, while 
each month of 1940 ran well ahead 
of the comparable month last year, 
leading to the million-plus total. 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 





1940 1939 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—745,265 Chevrolet 516,275— 1 
2—477,329 Ford 423,131— 2 
3—392,483 Plymouth 328,954— 3 
4—258,854 Buick 186,377— 4 
5—204,308 Pontiac 136,135— 6 
6—175,358 Dodge 165,950— 5 
7—174,131 Olds 124,504— 7 
8— 91,517 Studebaker 74,089— 8 
9— 86,124 Chrysler 59,710— 9 
10— 72,451 Hudson 53,151—11 
Total All Makes 
3,000,930 2,341,865 
For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 11, this issue. 


Ge ———— 





DETROIT.—Big news of 1940 in 
the automotive field, as recounted 
from AUTOMOTIVE NEws headlines, 
is as follows: 

JANUARY — Total production 
for 1939 reached 3,732,608 units ... 
Automotive Manufacturers Assn. is 
moved to Detroit . .. Clay Doss 
is named head of Ford Sales... 
Ford renews battle with NLRB 
over the 1937 labor dispute ... 
Reo will open for business within 
a month Studebaker wins 
sweepstakes trophy and three 
classes in the annual Gilmore 
economy run... the 25,000,000th 
General Motors’ car rolls off pro- 
duction lines . . . Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers’ annual conclave 
is held in Detroit; Arthur Nutt 
named president. 

* * # 


FEBRUARY — Sales of new 
cars and trucks in the United 
States for 1939 totals 3,150,074... 
Packard celebrates its 40th anni- 
versary with a special issue of 
AUTOMOTIVE News .,.. January 
sales set a new record, passing 
1936 . . . Independents sold 10.7 
percent of the cars and trucks re- 
tailed in 1939 NLRB and 
General Motors agree on plan to 
hold elections in GM plants... 
Colorado Ford dealers are exempted 
from the state chain store tax 
- Total dollar volume of new 
car and truck sales for 1939 is 
over $5,000,000,000 Federal 
Trade Commission proposes a code 
for automobile dealers. 

s. = *& 

MARCH — Alfred P. Sloan cites 
advantages in the General Motors’ 
contracts with dealers over those 
provisions contained in the pro- 
posed Patman bill ... February 
sales set an all-time high... P. 
C. Sauerbrey, general manager of 
Plymouth, dies . . . Chicago deal- 
ers decry stress being put on vol- 
ume .. . Wisconsin Assn. voices 
its opposition to the Patman bill 
. NADA and ATAM will both 
oppose the FTC code .. . South 
Carolina supreme court rules that 
it is unconstitutional to tax motor- 

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1) 





Total Third Best 
In Motor History 


Record Fourth Quarter 
Aids 1940 Upswing; 
GM at New High 


By James L. Delahanty 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—Production of 
cars and trucks in 1940 will 
reach to the third highest 
total in the history of the 
industry. With but two pro- 


duction days left in the calendar 
year, 4,635,978 vehicles have al- 
ready been turned out in the 
United States and Canada, and 
this total will reach upwards of 
= cars and trucks by Dec. 


Compared with the 3,732,608 units 
turned out in 1939, this is a 25 
percent gain. Highest output ever 
attained was made in 1929 when 
5,621,715 vehicles were produced. 
Ranking second is 1937 with 5,015,- 
974 cars and trucks. 

Record fourth quarter output this 
year accounted for much of the 
gain, since over 1,500,000 of the 
vehicles were produced in this pe- 
riod. At the halfway mark this 
year 2,539,440 had been built, and 
most optimistic estimates for the 
full year went only as high as 4,- 
500,000 units. 

Leader in making these large 
production gains has been General 
Motors, which set a new record for 
output this year, already having 
passed the 2,000,000 mark. Chrysler 
Corp. only two weeks ago reported 
production of its 1,000,000th ve- 
hicle. Ford output also increased in 
1940 over 1939. 

Top independent producer in 
1940 was Studebaker, which also 
was first in this group in 1939. 

Consumer demand, as reflected 
now, leads to the belief that 5,- 
000,000 cars and trucks could be 
absorbed by the market in 1941 if 
production were not curtailed for 
defense work or if the U. S. doesn’t 
enter the war. 

Potential capacity of the automo- 
tive industry—a new subject being 

(See OUTPUT, Page 2, Col. 2) __ 


Low Income Car Buyers 


Increased 3 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK. — “Outstanding 
among the 1940 trends in highway 
transportation was the remarkable 
expansion of used-car ownership 
among wage earners of modest 
incomes,” declares Baird H. Mark- 
ham, director of American Petro- 
leum Industries Committee. 

“Nearly 900,000 wage earners 
| with incomes averaging about $30 
a week, or less, it is estimated, 
became car owners in 1940. These 





|wage earners chiefly purchased 
used cars. 
“Contrasted with the 900,000 





|wWage earners estimated to have 
| become used-car motorists in 1940, 
|}are about one-third of a million 
individuals and families who pur- 
|chased new cars for the first time. 
| Thus, automobile ownership during 


|the year expanded almost three 
times as fast among families with 
modest means as it did among 


Times in 1940 


families with incomes of more than 
$30 a week. The growth in motor- 
ist taxpayers during 1940 was pre- 
ponderantly in low income groups. 

Citing an increase of nearly 
1,500,000 in total motor’ vehicle 
ownership during 1940 bringing 
registrations of automobiles and 
trucks to an estimated total of 
32,000,000 at the end of the year, 
Markham further stated: 

“Following the three-year de- 
cline in automobile ownership in 
1931, 1932 and 1933, when 2,000,000 
persons dropped from the ranks of 
car owners (and motorist taxpay- 
ers) there has been, with the 
exception of 1938, a steady upswing 
in motor vehicle ownership. In 
1940 there were nearly one-third 
more automobiles and trucks on 
the highways of the nation than 
in 1933. The gain in motor vehicle 
registrations in the period 1933 
to 1940 exceeded 7,500,000, 


. 
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Automotive Shares are Dull in a Listless Market, 
Wall Street is Perplexed 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 30, 1940 


Over ’41 Car Output, Prof it 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Even the in- 
flationary implications of the 
President’s new plan to give aid to 
Britain has failed to snap the stock 
market out of the doldrums. In 
addition to the general dullness of 
the markets, the automotive stocks 
had to combat some uncertainties 
peculiar to them alone. 

There has been more and more 
talk in Wall Street about the pos- 
sibility that the motor car com- 


Buick Dec. Sales 
Reach All-Time 
Peak for Month 


FLINT.— Domestic retail de- 
liveries, representing the largest 
December business in the history 
of the company, was reported Fri- 
day by W. F. Hufstader, general 
sales manager of Buick. 

Heavy holiday volume brought 
sales during the second 10 days of 
the month to 10,566 units, he said, 
compared with 8,687 in the pre- 
vious 10 days, a gain of 21.5 per- 
cent and with 9,365 in the corre- 
sponding period last year, an in- 
crease of 12.7 percent. 

December sales to date totaling 
19,243 units compare with 17,183 in 
the corresponding 1939 period, the 
previous December high, for a 
gain of 2,060 units or 12 percent. 

The executive announced that 
new orders written during the 
second 10 days of the month were 
43.9 percent ahead of last year with 
a substantial bank of unfilled or- 
ders in dealer’s hands going into 
the final 1940 period. The trend in- 
dicates, he said, that December 
volume will be on a par with the 
best month of the past year. 

Buick dealers delivered 15,170 
used cars during the second 10 
days of the month compared with 
12,941 in the corresponding period 
last year for an increase of 17.2 
percent. Stock in dealers hands 
were on the basis of a 30-day turn- 
over, Hufstader said. 


De Soto Reports 
December Sales 
At Record Peak 


DETROIT. — Retail deliveries of 
1941 De Soto automobiles this 
month are still breaking all pre- 
vious records for this time of year, 
it is announced by L. G. Peed, 
vice-president of De Soto. 

Since the new 1941 models were 
introduced early in the fall, De 
Soto, he said, has enjoyed a new 
high rate of weekly deliveries for 
this particular season. 

The week ended Dec. 21, he con- 
tinued, saw deliveries reach a new 
seven-day peak for the 1941 model 
year. And furthermore, this was 
the best third week in December 
in the company’s history. 


Mich. Assn. to Meet 
LANSING.—Michigan Automotive 
de Assn. convention will be held 
here at the Olds Hotel, on Feb. 4-5. 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

24 motors ....cccceee 84.63 34.00 —.68 36.71 
10 car-truck co.’s ... 36.09 385.39 —.70 39.27 
10 parts-access. ..... 28.23 27.83 -—-.40 25.98 
4tire-rubbers ...... 18.59 18.09 —.50 24.24 

panies in the next year may not 


be able to build enough passenger 
vehicles to fill the demand. 

The reason is that the defense 
program may use up more of their 
facilities than at first anticipated 
or that there may not be sufficient 
raw materials. Although the com- 
panies will have large orders from 
the government on hand, there is 
much uncertainty regarding profits 
from this business because of the 
immense amount of preparations 
to be made. 

All in all, however, the automo- 
tive shares continue to make a 
good showing for themselves. 
Their performance at least isn’t 
any worse than that of the market 
as a whole and in fact most of the 
time it is better. 


Output 


(Continued from Page 1) 


discussed now because of the de- 
fense program, has been set at 
various figures; Walter Reuther, 
UAW official, recently said 8,000,- 
000 a year. Others have said 6,- 
500,000 or thereabouts. AUTOMOTIVE 
News’ production analysts estimate 
that, with present facilities, we 
should have a hard job turning out 
6,000,000 units and, with defense 
needs threatening to curtail this, 
it is certain it could not go higher. 
Present facilities could not be ex- 
panded either because the airplane 
demands are too great. 

As far as any plan to produce 
cars ahead of orders—this is done 
already to some extent—but any 
long term extension of the idea is 
hardly possible because of the 
enormous space that would be 
needed to store a bank of unfin- 
ished cars. It is true that dealers 
could absorb many cars and hold 
them in storage in their own 
showrooms, but not all dealers 
have the necessary extra cash to 
tie up in inventories and wait for 
liquidation. Perhaps some factory- 
dealer credit plan could be worked 
out in this line. 


AMA Sets Nov. 
Sales for U. S. 
At 391,868 Units 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
passenger cars and trucks in the 
United States during November set 
new records for that month, ac- 
cording to Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. 

Sales of 334,520 cars, 30 percent 
above November, 1939, and of 57,- 
348 commercial vehicles, 25 percent 
above 1939, were reported. 

Total sales for 11 months this 
year were 3,144,396 cars, 28 percent 
above 1939 and 572,188 trucks, 19 
percent higher than the same pe- 
riod last year. 





HOPING TO REPEAT. Checking the tires of the President Eight, one of 


three Studebaker models 
Run Jan. 9 are, left to right, 
Hoffman Co., Inc., Los Angeles; 


entered for the 1941 Gilmore-Grand f 
J. E. Van Sant, service manager of Paul G. 
Howard Kyser, service manager, Studebaker 


Canyon Economy 


Pacific Corp., and Frank Elliott, chairman of the contest board’s technical 


committee of the 


American Automobile Assn. Studebaker won a clean sweep 


in the 1940 event, taking first, second and third sweepstake prizes. 








BIGGEST PLYMOUTH ever built is 
— that easily holds “ or nine, it 
and it measures over 
easily in the average family garage, it is said. This model can also be 
ordered as a limousine, with movable glass partition between front and rear 
compartments. 


this 1941 Special Deluxe ‘‘7-Passenger”’ 
is claimed. Wheelbase is 137% inches, 


18 inches from bumper to bumper, but it still parks 


Defense to Be the Theme 
Of ARBA’s 38th Convention 


NEW YORK. — Importance of 
highways from the national de- 
fense viewpoint will be the theme 
of the 38th annual convention of 
American Road Builders’ Assn. to 
be held Jan. 27-31 here, at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania. 

Discussions will cover highway 
projects to Canada and Latin 
America as well as route develop- 
ment in the United States. Educa- 
tion in road construction plans, and 
inspection of highway facilities in 
the metropolitan area will be in- 
cluded in the program. 

Among the variety of subjects 
to which sessions will be devoted 
will be a “Roads for Defense” 
forum, contractors clinic, county 
highway officials clinic, municipal 
clinic, economics forum, public re- 
lations forum and Pan-American 
diversion conference. 

Technical clinics will be marked 
by a wide scope of activity. High- 
way officials and engineers will 
discuss highway-planning surveys, 
airport engineering, highway safety 
in national defense, roads and na- 
tional economy, engineering design 


Pontiac Reports 
Dec. Sales Above 


Previous Record 


PONTIAC. — Continuing its 
record-breaking pace during the 
second 10 days of December, Pon- 
tiac dealers delivered more new 
and used cars in the first 20 days 
than in any similar period of De- 
cember in the company’s history, 
according to D. U. Bathrick, gen- 
eral sales manager. 

Deliveries of new Pontiac cars 
during the second 10 days of De- 
cember were 8,547, a gain of 13.5 
percent over the 7,531 for the first 
10 days and 21.5 percent over the 
7,035 for the second 10 days of De- 
cember last year. 

Used car sales went up to 13,473, 
a gain of 17.5 percent over the 11,- 
462 for the first 10 days and 25.5 
percent over the 10,738 for the sec- 
ond 10 days of December last year. 

Turnover of used car stocks in 
dealers’ hands during the first 20 
days was at the rate of 33.3 days. 


“Hitting the third highest 
mark in history, 1940 produc- 
tion of cars and trucks totaled 
4,675,000.” See detailed story on 
page 1. 


* K * 


“Production on the Ford six 
engine has started on the basis 


of 100 units a day... .” A. H. 
Allen discusses the latest re- 
ports on the new Ford in “FOB 
Factory,” page 10. 
* *x + 
Bridgeport (Conn.) bakery 
hangs up remarkable record in 
short - delivery business. Read 
story on page 7. 
” * ca 
“ .. man’s most faithful and 
capable servant.” See “Dealers 
Tell Me” on page 3. 





of super-highways, use of traffic 
analysis data, street intersection 
redesign, skid-resistant qualities of 
roadway surfaces, designing non- 
rigid pavements for highways and 
airport highways, engineering and 
construction control of embank- 
ments and bases, highway con- 
struction equipment and pavement 
joints. 


Oldsmobile Sales 
Set All-Time High 
For Dec. Period 


LANSING.—Oldsmobile sales of 
Sixes and Eights for the second 
10 days of December totaled 7,860 
units and established an all-time 
sales record for this period, accord- 
ing to D. E. Ralston, general sales 
manager. Sales for this period this 
year were also reported as being 
approximately 25 percent better 
than the 6,305 Oldsmobiles sold 
during the corresponding period 
last year. 


Sales of Oldsmobiles from Jan. 1 
to Dec. 20, inclusive, have reached 
198,006 cars and have established 
another company record, Ralston 
announced. Retail deliveries from 
Jan. 1 to date are reported as be- 
ing more than 37 percent ahead of 
this period last year when 144,053 
cars were sold. The best previous 
sales year in Oldsmobile history, 
according to Ralston, was in 1937. 


Cadillae’s Sales 


Near Record for 
Fourth Quarter 


DETROIT.—A new record for 
fourth quarter sales appeared as- 
sured for Cadillac Friday as the 
seventh consecutive 10-day busi- 
ness volume shattered the pre- 
vious all-time high for the period. 

Deliveries in the 10 days ended 
Dec. 20 totaled 1,889 cars, exceed- 
ing the earlier December 10-20 
peak by 339 units. The former 


mark was set last year. 
Cumulative retail sales in what 
promises to be Cadillac’s most suc- 
cessful model year now stand at 
13,185 cars, 


the company stated. 






“IT’S ALL in the family.” So says Packard’s chairman of the board, Alv : 
resenting watches to Edna Waddell and Bill Shepherd, daughte 


Macauley, in 



































































































Prospects 


(Continued from Page 1) 


of its best years with sale ing 
the fall months higher jon a 
any other previous fall months in 
its history,” Keller declared: 

“Looking forward to 1941 
must expect that the production 
of defense materials, which are 0 
such vital importance to everyong 
in this country, will quite likely 
affect the volume of new Passenge 
car and new truck production for 
domestic use. However, it is hoped 
that a reasonable volume of domes 
tic production can be maintainedag 
because so many people depend 
for their livelihood, directly or jn 
directly, upon the automobile busi 
ness. 

“Chrysler Corp., along with man 
other motor car manufacturers ;; 
actively engaged in the preparatioy 
of a very large amount of defense 
work. The full effect of this worldly 
has not yet become evident becausals 
to date it has been primarily int 
the preparatory stages. Modern de 
fense requires such a high degree 
of mechanical precision that thae 
tools necessary for its manufact 
must in many cases be of specis 
design and extremely accurate. At 
the present time the main load of 
defense manufacture is on the ma. 
chine tool and tool making plants 
both inside and outside the auto 
mobile industry. As this equipment 


becomes available for production# Ind 
however, the responsibility will bemrice 
shifted to the producers of defensagi hu 


a. 
jion— 
will 


materials. 
“While there will be plenty of 
work in the national defense pro 


gram for those engaged in these Yo! 
manufacturing industries, every ef4 the 
fort should be made to avoid theprved 


well 


temporary unemployment of large 
those 


numbers of people during the 
transition from domestic to defense 
work.” 

As had been predicted for some 
time, it now also appears that the 
industry’s offerings for 1942 mayb, 
be affected considerably, perhapsyy 
to the extent that 1941 models will}, 
be continued in production through 
1942 with few changes. Skilled la 
bor and tools, not raw materials}, 
will be the chief factor in this 
regard, as in the case of the prob 
able curtailment of 1941 - mode 
production. 

From Washington it is reported 
that the U. S. Defense committeches 
will ask the automotive industry 
within a few weeks to work out 2 
program to limit production offpm | 
automobiles for domestic use, sim-pyligh 
ilar to the agreement already made 
with the aviation industry. 

However, while the prospective 
picture for 1941 is somewhat 
gloomy at present, many events at 
home and abroad can easily change 
the picture overnight. 


Mo. Dealers Want Change 


In Sales Tax Collectior 

JOPLIN, Mo.—Seventy-five deal 
ers of southwest Missouri have 
given their approval of a proposag 
to make the state sales tax on cars 
collectible at the time the pur 
chaser obtains his license plates 
rather than by dealers at the time, 
of sale. : 

The proposal will be embodied in 
legislation to be submitted to tha@,, 
Missouri legislature when it cont. 
venes next month. one, 
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and father who arrived simultaneously at the status of Packard 10-year et Rive 


ployes. Shepherd was already 


represented by two sons having passe 
10-year mark and another coming up with four years. center, Autor 


d the} 





Macauley, 


resented 337. watches to Packard 10-year employes last week to mark the igh, 
23rd consecutive year in which he has handed out similar 10-year aware?) 


to 7,602 Packard employes. 
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luctio a good time to do a little 
are of .ing about the product we sell 


eryond+ just our particular make, but 


like} bile i l 
omobile in general. 
senger aut , @ @ 


ion f 

hoped We all realize that the motor 
domesdy has done a lot to change the 
itainedgplexion of our nation. It has 


depended alike in moving tne city to 
or indy country, and the country to 
e busi city; it has extended the ra- 
of the service which the 
tor and other professional 
are able to render; it has 
» it possible for the sales- 
lefensan to reach more people. In 
3 Workiyrt, it has endowed man with 
ecausaed under individual control— 
rily ink attribute denied to the human 
rn de by Providence in creating 
degreay world, for until the advent of 
at thas automobile most animals 
fact i run rings around him. 
specia * * &* 
ts Mice 
1e ma4Summarized 
plants} .0TER DUCKWALL, old-time 
Studebaker dealer in Ander- 
uction# Ind., recently summarized the 
vill begtice the automobile has rend- 
lefensai humanity, in an article en- 
4 “Our Most Cherished Pos- 
ion—Then and Now.” I think 
will find it interesting. It will 
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n thee you a better appreciation of 
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largeg Well as extended the horizons 
z thesthose who use it. Here it is: 
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“Way back in 1908 we began 
| SOMeBiing automobiles from a barn, 
at the s not yet being in exist- 
2 M8Yiee, The Model T touring car 
erhapShid for $1,050. Batteries, starters 
ls willkg generators were unknown. 
-cells cost more than gaso- 
: » to operate a car. The aver- 
erialsie car cost $1.25 per pound, 
n this) per horsepower. Model T tires 
Probest $25 each and sometimes 
modelyyld last as long as 2,000 
les. The only paved roads were 
portedie few principal streets in the 
mitte@rger cities. Only the bravest 
dustryad most venturesome driver 


lrough 
led la 


out auld attempt a trip 20 miles 
on Ofmm home, and then only in 
, SIM-Aylight. 

- made se * 


ectivares Last 
ewha®) Times as Long 


ie ODAY cars cost on the aver- 
' F age 25 cents per pound, $9 per 
tsepower, and tires last 40,000 
es on the finest highways ever 
nge bit in any country. Today even 
tions inexperienced driver can tour 
- deal~™ coast to coast in perfect com- 
have’ and safety in g modern car, 
opo ng less than the Model T 
n car@ting car of bygone days. 
- pur Ss = se 


plate “\“Thirty years ago all long- 
2 M@tance travel was by steam 
ied im” OF interurban. Today steam 
ie he vel is available to less than 
to thOne hundred of the thousand 
| COMities and towns of Indiana 

one, and the interurban sys- 





once the pride of all 
Bouquet 
Mr. Munn: 


As I have traveled about over 
state and called on the 
balers, I have heard from — 
many favorable comments 
Pon your “Dealers Tell Me” in 
utomotive News that I just 
t to pass it on to you. In 
bite of the fact that such col- 
mns are often most successful, 
am afraid that it is all too in- 
requently that the writer hears 
bout it. 

The request of the dealers of 
AlvanMls association is that you keep 






ughter®’ up.—Bessie B. Phoenix, execu- 
, = Ve secretary, North Carolina 


nter, Automobile Dealers Assn., Ral- 
k theRigh, N, C. 


wards} 

















Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 


and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 











lull between holidays may| Hoosierdom, 


. Dealers toll me 


By John O. Munn 


Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 


is only a memory 
now. * * + 


No Longer 


Owned by Few 
‘ioe the last 30 years more 

than 1,200 names of cars have 
come and gone. Manufacturers and 
dealers by the hundreds and thou- 
sands are all forgotten now. Thirty 
years ago the automobile was a 
prized possession of only a favored 
few. Today people of even less than 
moderate means can own and en- 
joy the convenience of an up-to- 
date car. Individual transportation 
is now the first essential, the main- 
spring, the spark plug of our 
everyday lives. 





* 


“The motor car long ago ceased 
to be the rich man’s toy. When 
hard times gripped the country 
a few years ago, thousands of 
people held onto the car when 
all else was gone. Every family 
now needs, and must have, a car. 
In three short decades the auto- 
mobile has so_ revolutionized 
transportation, and so many 
people use cars, that parking has 
become the vexing problem of 
every city. 


Most Cherished 


Possession 


“ANYONE of even moderate 
means can now enjoy | 
ing at its very best, and in a man- 
ner that our forefathers in their | 
fondest dreams and hopes would 
never have believed possible. In- 
dividual transportation will always 
be our most cherished possession. 
“From a mechanical puzzle 
and monstrosity of three decades 
ago, understood by only a few 
mechanically - inclined men, the 
automobile has developed into 
man’s most faithful and capable 
servant. From a queer-looking 
horseless contraption, it has be- 
come a thing of beauty and a 
joy forever. Never before has so 
much usefulness and enjoyment 
been made possible at so little 
cost. 








* * & 
Car Is Given 


Credit 


. ILE all Europe is fighting 

for its very existence, America 
is speeding on to even greater 
prosperity and better living. Much 
credit is due to the automobile for 
its share in creating more oppor- 
tunities, for its tremendous savings 
to every user by enlarging the ra-| 
dius of his activities, in the sav- | 
ing of time, by giving to every one 
domination over distance, and giv- | 
ing pleasure and recreation to| 
everyone who uses a car. 

7 


“Individual transportation will 
always be America’s greatest 
possession and contribution to 
continued and_ ever - increasing 


prosperity.” 


* * 


Dealer Profits 
Periled 


N winding up this last column 

for 1940, and looking forward to | 
1941, it is with the hope that more 
and more benefit to readers will | 
evolve from week to week as a 
consequence of this meeting of | 
minds. 

No one needs to be an Isaiah | 
to prophesy that next year will | 
be the most competitive year in | 
the history of the trade, and we | 
will want every reader’s help to 
prevent competition from caus- 
ing a downward spiral in deal- 
ers’ profits. We can develop a lot | 
of ideas and united thinking | 
here in this little column to | 
avoid such a tendency. 


* 








or. you help? Write fre-| 
quently, whether you have 
criticism or support. This is your| 
jcolumn, and I mean everyone of 
you who reads it. And now, let me 


wish you a very Happy and Pros- 
perous New Year 


| Camden Auto Trades Assn. 


| president, 
| retary, 
| treasurer, Jack Gardner. 
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True Values are Disregarded 


JAMES F. WATERS, America’s largest De Soto and Plymouth dealer and 


distributor of De Soto Sky-View cabs, 


resented a bonus and a 12 pound 


turkey to each of his more than 500 employes at parties which were held on 
Christmas eve simultaneously in New York and San Francisco. This bytes 


shows, 


Perveller, manager of the parts division of the company; 


left to right, Jesse Safir, attorney for the Waters concern; 


W. Craul, sales 


nager; ‘‘Santa Claus” George Broderson, a mechanic, and Herbert Charters, 
eosistant manager of the company. This photo was taken at the Waters Bldg., 





in_ Long Island City. 


Publication of NASFC’s 
Magazine May be Continued 


CHICAGO.—Pointing with pride 
to its 16-year record of service, the 
National Assn. of Sales Finance 
companies in a formal statement 
following its original announce- 
ment of termination, as of Dec. 31, 
concludes with a significant para- 
graph to the effect that “there ap- 
pears to be a possibility of the 
continued publication under other 
auspices of the association’s 
monthly magazine, Time Sales 
Financing. 

The statement of the NASFC 
record since its formation in 1924 





Chicago Planning 
18th Motor Salon 
For February 1-9 


CHICAGO.—Dates for the 18th 
annual Chicago Motor Salon have 
been set for Feb. 1-9, it is an- 
nounced by Charles R. Hearn, 
Pontiac dealer and president of 
Broadway New Car Dealers Assn., 


sponsor of the event. 


The scene of the show, as in the 


| past, will be the Edgewater Beach 
‘Hotel. From a sales standpoint, it | here Dec. 6. Nor have any NASFC | 


will provide an added stimulus for 
the spring and summer require- 
ments of motorists. 

Hearn revealed that the 1940 


isalon held last February hit a new 


peak in attendance, exceeding the 
previous year’s total by 10,000. The 
show will be open to the public 
without admission charge. 





Camden Dealers Induct 


New Officers for 1941 


CAMDEN, N. J.—Officers of 
for 
1941 were inducted at an associa- 
tion Christmas party as follows: 
President, George T. Atkins; vice- 
Stewart Holman; sec- 
Clarence _ Richardson; 


Members of the board of gov- 


/ernors are Morgan Hatch, Art 
|Roache, William Rohrer, Joseph 
Heraty, John Ingram and Earl 
| Stanton. 


‘Quit Buying 
Used Cars’ 


JOPLIN, Mo. — “Quit buying 


used cars and start selling new 
ones.” 

This was the admonition given 
by William C. Markwardt, local 
business man, to members of the 
Joplin New Car Dealers Assn. 
at the breakfast opening of the 


1941 automobile show here. More 
than 150 automotive leaders, city 
officials and business men at- 
tended. 

Markwardt protested that 
every car salesman who had 
called upon him in_ recent 
months had tried to buy his old 
car instead of trying to sell 
him a new one although he 
“had been led by manufacturers’ 
advertising to believe that new 
cars had been improved.” 





makes it difficult to understand 
why directors and members re- 
solved to discontinue the existence 
of the association. Written by Mi- 
lan V. Ayres, secretary and analyst, 
the statement says in part: 

“The association was formed for 
the purpose of setting up stand- 
ards of practice for sales finance 
companies, combatting objection- 
able and fostering desirable legis- 
lation, furnishing its members and 
the public with statistical, legal 
and other information related to 
the business, fostering a spirit of 
cooperation among its members, 
and conducting related activities. 
All of these things it has done 
competently throughout its life.” 

As yet, no definite explanation 
for the action taken by the as- 
sociation has been forthcoming, 
and in view of the foregoing by 
Ayres it is as much of a mystery 
as ever. Nobody in authority or 
otherwise has been willing to 


clear the atmosphere on this point. 


The only thing known for cer- 
tainty is that the recommendation 
by the directors was made sud- 
denly and without advance notice 
,at the one-day annual convention 


|members indicated whether, in 
| view of that association’s discon- 


|tinuance, they will swing over to | 


| the American Finance Conference. 


| Graham Named President 
| Of Atlanta Association 


| ATLANTA, — (UTPS). — Frank 
|Graham was elected president of 
| Atlanta Automobile Assn. at a 
|meeting held Dec. 19, at the At- 
|lanta Athletic Club. He succeeds 
|A. O. Mitchell as head of the or- 
| ganization. 


Alfred Thompson and J. A. 
Doyle were named vice-presidents; 
IR. L. Wade was elected honorary 
secretary-treasurer, and L. L. Aus- 
| tin was re-elected executive secre- 
|tary. A. M. Chandler jr., W. C. 
Henry, J. M. Callaway and John 
Rogers were named _ directors. 
About 375 members attended the 
meeting. 


Wis. Dealers 
Big 1941 As 


| Special to Automotive News 

MILWAUKEE.—In the light of 
heavier payrolls and improved busi- 
ness conditions, local automobile 
dealers anticipate improved busi- 
ness in 1941, although for many, 
business during the year now clos- 
ing was on-@ par with that for 1937. 

According to Wisconsin indus- 
trial commission figures, wage 
earners employed in manufactur- 
ing industries in the state totaled 
244,800 in November, compared to 
221,000 in July and averages of 
208,900 in 1939, 238,000 in 1937 and 
248,500 in 1929. 

Weekly payrolls in 
averaged $7,027,000, 








compared to 


| $5,455,000 in 1939, 
and $6,387,000 in 1929. 
Average weekly earnings in No- 
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Wide Variations 
Foundin Used 


Car Allowances 


CHICAGO. — That many dealers 
still have little regard for the true 
value of used cars when trading 
them in, is revealed, with facts 
and figures, by Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn., which has just com- 
pleted a survey involving 27,636 
new car sales. 

A bulletin on the subject, entitled 
“What Used Car Over-allowing 
Means,” points to the hazards and 
handicaps of such a practice. The 
text of the survey among, and 
warning to, dealers follows: 

“The difference between the high 
and low used car over-allowances 
on the sale of 27,636 new cars for 
1940 by member dealers reporting 
to our business management de- 
partment was $142. Over-allow- 
ances varied from a low of $24 
to a high of $166. 

“On the basis of two used cars 
sold to one new car, the dealer 
who over-allowed $166 had to sell 
seven new cars and 14 used cars 
for each new car, and two used 
cars for the dealer over-allowing 
$24, in order to get the same 
amount of total gross profit. This, 
of course, is on a basis where the 
new car markup and selling prices 
of the new cars are the same. 


“In other words, with these two 
dealers actually delivering 100 cars 
each per year, the dealer with the 
high over-allowance would have to 
sell 600 additional new cars, plus 
1,200 used cars, to make the same 
amount of car profit per year as 
the dealer with the low over-allow- 
ance.” 


Phila. Chevrolet Dealers 


Choose Fetters President 


PHILADELPHIA.—At the annual 
election of officers and directors 
of the Chevrolet Dealers’ Assn. of 
Philadelphia the following dealers 
were elected to serve for 1941: 
Walter C. Fetters, president, Ter- 
minal Chevrolet Co., Upper Darby, 
Pa.; William A. MacFarlane, vice- 
president, MacFarlane Motors, Inc., 
| Philadelphia; A. R. Shuman, sec- 
| retary, Community Chevrolet Co., 
| Lansdowne, Pa.; Leo T. Brown, 
treasurer, Gibson Motor Corp., Phil- 
| adelphia. 


| Directors chosen were: M. 
Brown, Duff-Brown Chevrolet Co., 
Philadelphia; L. C. Krisher, Wil- 
lard Chevrolet Co., Philadelphia; 
A. A. Jacobs, Jacobs Bros. Mo- 
tor Co., Inc., Philadelphia; J. A. 
Lafore jr., Central City Chevrolet 
|Co., Philadelphia; A. A. Anders, 
|Anders & Jervis Motor Co., Phila- 
| delphia. : 


‘Lindberg Will Handle 
Cadillac In St. Louis 


| ST. LOUIS.—Arthur R. Lind- 
berg, president of Arthur R. Lind- 
| berg, Inc., Studebaker distributor, 
|has acquired the Oliver-Cadillac 
|Co. which will be operated under 
\the name of the Forest Cadillac- 
Olds Co. 


Guy Oliver, founder of the com- 
|pany, died several months ago 
|having built up a prosperous busi- 
ness in the higher price auto field. 


Anticipate 
Business Rises 


vember were $28.70, compared to 
$26.57 in July, $26.02 in 1939, $25.03 
in 1937 and $25.66 in 1929. 


At Racine, Wisconsin’s second 
largest city, Racine Manufacturers 
Assn. revealed that the 1940 factory 
payroll will total $23,768,908, the 
highest in dollars in the city’s his- 
tory. 

The association qualified the an- 
nouncement of the record breaking 
payroll, however, with the «¢an- 
|nouncement that the total number 
|of industrial workers is 18.2 per- 
cent less than in 1929. Forrest 





November | McGuire, executive secretary of the 


association, pointed out that Ra- 


$5,871,000 in July and averages of ,cine’s 157 plants provided work for 
$5,959,000 in 1937 


14,320 men in 1940, a 22 percent in- 
|crease over 1939 when 11,722 were 
listed on industrial payrolls. 
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OUR PLATFORM 


A continuing understanding between manufac- 
turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 

An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
vehicle handled. 

Better dealer service and lubrication facikties 
operated at a profit. 

No diversion of fuel taxes from their intended 
use in highway construction and maintenance. 
No Se Gates bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 
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A Wise Choice 

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S appointment of William S. 

Knudsen as virtual “‘czar’”’ over the nation’s defense pro- 
gram, meets with the unanimous approval of the automotive 
industry, which has known the former General Motors 
president as the one person with sufficient driving power 
to get things done and at the same time get along with 
those with whom he must deal. 

As AUTOMOTIVE NEws has pointed out several times since 
Knudsen’s appointment as production chief of the defense 
program last summer, Washington has made an exceedingly 
wise choice in its efforts to eliminate bottlenecks in military 
output and speed the country’s defenses. Knudsen has called 
upon the automotive industry for help on numerous occa- 
sions to date, and we know that the entire motor world— 
manufacturers, dealers and consumers — will continue to 
heed every demand made on it in the future. 


Car Makers’ Integrity 


jp following editorial, which appeared in the Dec. 295 
issue of the Detroit News, is considered of such import 
that it is reprinted in full: 

“Can’t I give you a ride in one of our new models?” asked 
the car salesman. “No,” said the prospect, “I just bought a 
car. And if I wanted another, I wouldn’t need a demonstra- 
tion. I would presume your car was good.” 

“That’s funny,” said the salesman. “When I started in 
this business, I took the customer for a long ride in the 
country. First I drove. Then he drove. He looked under 
the hood. He studied every appliance. He even got under 
the car. I had to sell the machine to him part by part. 
Now he walks into a salesroom with his wife. They look 
at colors and upholstery. They buy cars in which they have 
never ridden.” 

Buyers of course are much more car-wise than they were 
even a few years back. A man of 40 has now been riding in 
cars for 20 years. He knows what to expect. And this as- 
sumption of his that any modern motor car is a good auto- 
mobile pays a high tribute to the motor industry. 

It is a tribute that was not won at once. It has meant 
years of working toward perfection and of building a name. 
The competition has been fierce, and — as it turned out — 
salutary. The weak and doubtful have fallen by the way. 
It is years since anyone built a bad automobile. Today the 
American car represents the biggest money’s worth that 
the industrial age has offered. So complete is the public’s 
confidence in it that an article of merchandise costing a 
thousand dollars or so is bought every day over the phone, 
by buyers who have never seen it, and know only its name 
and the reputation of its manufacture. It is something 
unique, we believe, in selling experience. 








Lightening a Burden 
E LIKED Standard Oil Co.’s calming message on the 
holiday season, which was sent to all of the company’s 


98,000 stockholders. Behind the four-page color folder was 
the thought “to provide something in direct contrast to the 


usual business report or selling message and, if possible, | 
inject a calming and encouraging thought into the troubled | 


psychological situation which pressure of world problems 
has created.” 


The world could use more of such type to hasten the| 


return of saner things. 








; Washington—William Uliman; New York—Bethune Jones: 
Pa.—George E. Shelley; Toronto—Warren 
New Orleans—Fred 


Baltimore—Harold A. Williams; Cincinnati—Robert 
D; Pittsburgh — Margaret Russell; Columbus, 0.—P. C. Garrard; Nashville — Clyde 


SE 


HAPPY One does not have to 
NEW YEAR be the seventh son of 
INSIGHT a seventh son to pre- 
dict that 1941 will be 
recorded as one of the most pros- 
perous years in the history of the 
U.S. A. If Detroit was any criterion 
for the rest of the country, the 
Christmas sales must have reached 
all time highs. The J. L. Hudson 
Co., our leading department store, 
which is second in annual sales 
volume only to Macy’s in New 
York, had the largest one-day sales 
in its half century of operation the 
Saturday before Christmas — more 
than a half-million dollars in re- 
tail sales, which, I understand 
required 16,000 employes to handle! 
Express companies in Detroit were 
literally swamped with business 
and worked night and day to effect 
deliveries with every truck they 
could commandeer. The _ postoffice 
made a better record by delivering 
every last Christmas card in its 
possession before the morning of 
the 25th. 





. ea 


All of this augurs well for the 
new year ahead. I am not going 
to be one of those who even 
raises the question as to what we 
are going to do when the defense 
program has been fulfilled. Every- 
one agrees that this is going to 
take at least two years, and by 
that time we probably will have to 
admit that most of the air, land 
and water equipment we are 
building will be obsoleted by more 
modern equipment. So we _ will 
have to start all over again to do 
the job, if for the rest of our 
natural lives we have to keep our 
shores and our gold reserve im- 
pregnable to any foreigner’s greed. 

* * 


Roger W. Babson has some 
pertinent remarks to make along 
this line in a recent column which 
are worth repeating, for fear you 
may not have seen them: 

“Our people demand more than 
those of any other nation on 
earth. Our standards of living 
are the highest in the world. 
Few of our people will go hungry 
over the holiday season. Wages 
and pay rolls are up, unemploy- 
ment is decreasing. Our dollar 
has been devaluated, but it still 
buys more necessities and luxur- 
ies of life than any other cur- 
rency. The average American 
factory worker on his wage per 
hour can purchase approximately 
7.5 pounds of bread; 1.6 pounds 
of butter; 2.1 pounds of beef; 
35.1 pounds of potatoes; 2.6 
pounds of coffee. In Germany, an 
average worker’s hourly wage 
buys only 2.5 pounds of bread; 
0.5 of a pound of butter; 0.9 
of a pound of beef; 20.5 pounds 
of potatoes; 0.3 of a pound of 
coffee. The American worker's 
wage buys 9.78 pounds of these 
five essential foodstuffs. The Ger- 
man worker can buy only 4.94 
pounds. The bread, butter, beef 
and coffee which is used in Ger- 
many we would not recognize. 
Potatoes are potatoes the world 
over; but in Germany sawdust is 
being mixed with flour, oleomar- 
garine is a substitute for butter; 
horses, dogs, cats and foxes are 


legalized substitutes for beef; 
and chicory is the name for 
coffee. 


“Coffee is a drug on the United 
States market. Sugar, flour, rice, 
and vegetables are extremely 
cheap. There has been a rise in 
the cost of meat and some 
canned goods. But, the average 
price of foodstuffs is today below 
the 1935-39 average and way 
below 1929.” 

* * * 

Of course you will find plenty of 
those who are convinced we will 
be an active ally of Britain in 
the war within the next few weeks. 
I am one to doubt this careless 
statement because when the new 
congress convenes next week you 
are going to find two pretty evenly 
balanced sides. Both will have 
firmly-set ideas on this proposition 
and each side is going to fight to/| 
the bitter end to win its point. 
Many of us who were here at the 
start of the last war are of the 
opinion we can serve the cause of 
humanity best by keeping out of 
this one. In any event, if pros- | 
perity means happiness we are all 
set for a Happy New Year!—G.M.S. 








The Big ‘Little Feller’ 
In This Corner 


“A Charger ......... 


ressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 





The views exp 
be observed upon request. 


Correction 


In_ your story on the ASI show in 
the Dec. 16 issue, you mention: ‘‘This 
trend was particularly evident in such 
equipment as the Hunter - Hartman 
Battery Booster.”’ 

I think you agree with me, in that 
the wrong kind of advertising is worse 
than no advertising at all. However, 
we are sure that a serious error of 
this type was most assuredly an over- 
sight rather than a lack of knowledge 
of this particular matter. The Hunter- 
Hartman Kwikurent Charger, based on 
motor generator principle, is definitely 
a charger, and the only charger in the 
world, and consequently, we do not 
like to have any publication describe 
this unit as a booster when it definitely 
is a charger. 

If there is any way in which a 
correction could conveniently be 
brought about with reference to this 
matter, we would appreciate such a 
favor, and feel much easier in our 
mind regarding the whole situation. — 
A. . Kloos, advertising manager, 
Hunter-Hartman Corp., St. Louis, Mo. 


Congrats 
Congratulations on ‘‘Who, Me?’’! 
read very few books — financial 


magazines and trade papers seem to 
be all I have time for, but last eve- 


| Coming Events | 


JANUAR 
6-10—Detroit. 





Y 
(Book - Cadillac). SAE 
Annual Meeting. 
19-20—Pittsburgh. (Hotel Penn) Auto- 
motive Trade Managers Assn. mid- 
winter meeting. 7 

20-23—Pittsburgh. National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. Annual Convention. 

24-31—Detroit. Automotive Electric 
Assn. Manufacturer - Distributor 

Conference. 

26-27—Cheyenne. Wyoming Automobile 
Dealers Assn. annual meeting. 

FEBRUARY 

1- 9—Chicago. (Edgewater Beach Ho- 
tel) 18th annual Chicago Motor 
Salon. 

4- 5—Lansing. (Olds Hotel). Michigan 


Automotive Trades Assn. Annual 
Convention. 
11-13—Milwaukee. (Schroeder Hotel). 


Wisc. Petroleum Assn. annual con- 


vention. : 
25—Jersey City. (Armory) Twenty- 
Automobile Show. 


first Annual 
27-28 — Shreveport, La. (Washington- 


Youree Hotel). American Petroleum | 


Institute. Production Meeting. 


MARCH 
8- 7—Washington (Mayflower). Amer- 


ican Society for Testing Materials. | 


Meeting. 
JUNE 


Annual Cenvention. 


AUTOMOTIVE 
INDUSTRY 
















of 
23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Amer- | 

ican Society for Testing Materials. | 
| cently completed strike. 
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Automotive News Cartoon by Ford McDonal 








ning I sat up for several hours aft#resigni: 
my usual bedtime because I becai 
so interested in Chris Sinsabaug. 
book that I couldn't leave it. 

I have only had a sample but fr 
what I have tasted I am sure Ch 
has done a swell job and has 
heartiest congratulations in preservi 
for coming generations his_ intim 
recollections of the  “horseless ¢ 
riage’ age. — Bill Slocum, preside 
United Savings Bank of Detroit. 


Monumental 


I think ‘‘Who, Me?’ 
money's worth I ever got. 
is entertaining in every 


is the bigg 
The bol 


while its completeness and ni . 
make it a work of reference that we agenc 
be invaluable to anyone connect@#y jg is 
with the automotive industry. f t 
Chris Sinsabaugh has conferred P Weste! 
real and particular service on eve 
one who has a publicity job in t 
eee: av ee on 
painstaking handling of this tr 
monumental task. — E. A. Batchel peel 
director of publicity, Lee Anders rman 
Advertising Agency, Detroit. given 
the An 





eo 8 e Years AGS gen 


—from Avutomotiva Naws files General 
rp. has 
Fifteen Years Ago Ar que: 
Buick produced its 1,500,000th au reme ¢ 
mobile a week . Charles W. ~ de Con 
personally presented workers in ent ; 
Nash plants with _ bonus checks er = 
over $550,000 . . . Production of Mo . e 
and Diana cars is running about @®missio: 
percent over last year. tt the < 
* x i \ but Dp’ 
Ten Years Ago " that 
Ford Motor workers will receive the 
percent return on their deposits in t tin 7 
company trust fund . William g. 
Knudsen, Chevrolet head, announadtt to d 
that Chevrolet production and sagjon’s 
are both showing fine gains .. . 
new model Oakland features a synch! uthful 
Pierce-Arr@adverti: 
‘not be : 


mesh transmission .. . 

will offer a line of five new trucks 
iit that 
mative 


* * 
Five Years Ago 
Observers say that production of Caea] yw; 
and trucks may reach 5,000,000 UNB¢tion ag 
in the coming year -.« wow sleadi 
sales will show an increase of 98 p@leading 
or ti 


cent in new car sales, is the report | 
mR. &. Polk & Co. . . Oldsmobile “fous toc 
n kne 


equip its cars with safety glass in 
‘d craf 


windows 

r readk 
Kliesrath, viee-pres dene Oppo 
Aviation Corp dies, at erefully 
Manhattan . Chry54 Reder: 
: Te 
3: WwW salers during its 
>) new dea ( pts to 


ertising 


mi 


One Year Ago 
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ictor 
Be 
home 
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By Pete 


narp division of opinion exists 
ng agency leaders on the sub- 
of a frequency of insertion 
for national advertising copy, 
ding to answers to an Editor 
publisher questionnaire. Sum- 
ng replies, the trade publica- 
reported that some think it 
d make for more national copy 
newspapers, while others are 
the opinion that the advertiser 
pick the medium best suited 
his selling problem regardless 
y special inducement. 

m the subject of rate dif- 
mtial between national and 
copy, Which also was cov- 
by the questionnaire, a 
ber of agency leaders ex- 
sed the idea that it should 
e from 15 percent to as high 
40 percent, while others 
ight there should be no dif- 
ntial at all. 

hile some agency men replying 
that newspaper schedules are 
e costly to handle than maga- 
radio accounts, some 
that flexibility of 
papers made them paramount 
m there is a swift selling job 





Times - Star’s latest 
motion piece is noteworthy. 
Wood picture frame, 10 by 13 
thes, introduces a 16 - page 
klet on newspaper's advertis- 
story. Box carries this 
ker: “Notice, this package 
y be opened for personal in- 
tion by anyone interested in 


wving merchandise in Cincin- 
$i — quickly.” 

tice 
@ fixson - O’Donnell Advertising, 


t, Los Angeles, 
1 will handle several million 
jars worth of gasoline and oil 
ertising, is expected to open a 
York City office Jan. 1, in 
e of Sylvester M. Morey, who 


li 










e the post. The new office 
be in the International Bldg., 
. 0th St. 

e Sinclair account goes to 
n-O’Donnell on Jan. 1, while 
same agency, effective Feb. 1, 
handle advertising for Rich- 
Oil Corp. of New York. 


| 

ency already handles Richfield 
Corp., Los Angeles, and Rio 
de Oil, Inc., there. 

| K. Breitenstein is president of 


igg 
bo 
ten 


it Ww 
nect y, 
req P Western oil company accounts. 


eve 

n t 

n 
truAmerican” 


‘hel 
lers' 


magazine, with 

rman Bel Geddes cooperating, 
given its “Interesting People 

the American Scene” section a 
treatment in rotogravure. 


F¥sleading? 


les General Motors Acceptance 


. has raised what seems to us 
4ir question in its appeal to the 
autefeme Court from the Federal 
Na&de Commission’s decision on its 
: 4 ‘nt advertising,” Editor & Pub- 
Mog? declares editorially. “The 
ut Mmission made no _ complaint 
*t the advertising was untruth- 
but proceeded on the conten- 
1 that its language might mis- 
ver i the ignorant, careless or 
m fing, The appellant wants the 
una@tt to decide whether the com- 
Saksion’s regulatory power 
‘cheuthful advertising extends also 
\rr@advertising the truth of which 
‘not be attacked. 
If that question is answered 
‘matively, there can be no sales 
' caeal written that cannot’ be 
ta bgstioned for its possibility of 
pdleading the ignorant, the care- 
''B or the trusting.’ Words are 
n gous tools, as all who work with 
" know. The most. skillful 
‘d craftsmen often convey to 
t readers or listeners an effect 
de® Opposite to that intended by 
t 'arefully considered message. If 
fn Federal Trade Commission at- 
pts to take on the policing of 
rtising that consciously and 


ve 


{Ss 


the 4th Dimension 


Rate Differential Argument; 
Tax Bill Perils Adv. 


which during | 


resigning as advertising man- | 
of Sinclair Refining Co., to | 


agency. R. M. Hixson, secre- | 
is listed as executive on the | 


over | 
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Wemhoff 


{admittedly tells the truth for its 


-| potential effect on the minds of the 


ignorant or unwary, it will truly 
be invading fields where angels 
fear to tread.” 


Taxation 

All advertising expenditures ex- 
ceeding $100,000 annually would be 
subject to taxation, under terms 
of a bill introduced by Rep. Jerry 
Voorhis (Calif.) in Congress. Effect 
of such an enactment would be 
widespread, since there are several 
hundred advertisers whose national 
advertising in major media annu- 
ally amounts to $100,000 or more 
each. In addition, there are many 
companies which spend in excess 
of $100,000 each year in coopera- 
tive advertising with distributors, 
dealers, and retail outlets. 

The legislation is mainly di- 
rected at so-called goodwill ad- 





LifeGuards are the most 


important 


O matter how bad the blowout...on front 
wheels or rear ...at any speed...on any 
road ... LifeGuards completely end blowout dangers. 


vertising, on the theory that 
advertisers have been avoiding 
taxation by making large invest- 
ments in_ institutional copy. 

Another purported purpose is to 

forestall future attempts to es- 

cape taxation by increased ad- 
vertising expenditure. 

Charles E. Murphy, general coun- 
sel, Advertising Federation of 
America, reports that AFA is mak- 
ing a thorough study of the legis- 
lation. 


| Advances 


Thomas Harrington, radio direc- 
tor, Young & Rubicam, Inc., will 
become vice - president of the 
agency Jan. 1, according to Ray- 
mond Rubicam, chairman. At the 
same time the following executives 
will become stockholders: Bryan 





you ean sell 
--- THEY SAVE LIVES! 


Houston, vice-president and con- 
tact supervisor; John Van Horson, 
merchandising department man- 


ager; T. S. Repplier, copy super-| 


visor; Thomas Lewis, radio de- 


partment manager; Hubbell Robin- | 


son, radio commercials supervisor, 
and Harrington. 


Campaign 


How research has pointed the 
way to constant improvement of 


equipment 


That’s Goodyear’s great contribution to motoring 
safety ...and Goodyear’s contribution to extra profits 


for car dealers. 


No mean profit, either .. 
30% extranet’ on the entire new car deal. 


A story you can tell 


and clinch with a dramatic demonstration 
on the LifeGuard showroom demonstrator. 





. aS much as 


in five minutes... | 





that DOWT happen / 


4 108 © Sememstestion 
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HYDRAULIC SURFACE grinders of latest type and design were among 
the first installations at the new General Motors forge plant of the Olds 
| Motor Works division in Lansing. Watching operation of the new grinder at 
the new plant are Emil P. Rohrbach, superintendent, and G. W. Motherwell, 
| plant manager of this division of Oldsmobile. 


| 
| 





budget has been doubled. J. Walter 


a roducts will be the theme of 
i | Pemgpeen Co. directs the account. 


Shell Oil Co.’s 1941 oil and gaso- 
| line advertising campaign, accord- 
ing to Admanager H. L. Curtis. A 
| motion picture depicting the firm's 
advertising plans will be shown 
dealers after the first of the year. 


The Shell campaign will be car- 
ried in newspapers and magazines, 


Account 

J. J. Mitchell, vice-president in 
charge of sales of Bull Dog Elec- 
tric Products Co., announces that 
advertising for this company is 
now being handled by Brooke, 
using full color pages in the latter| Smith, French & Dorrance, Inc., 
and color wherever available in! Detroit and New York advertising 
| newspapers. The 1941 newspaper ' agency. 





USE A DEMONSTRATION STAND LIKE THIS! 


The new LifeGuard Demonstrator shows what 
happens when conventional tire and tube 
blow out... how a tire with LifeGuard insures 
safe brakingand steering. Available at lowcost. 


Do you wonder that car dealers every- 
where are enthusiastic about Life- 
Guards? Remember, there’s a special 
change-over deal for new cars...when 
financing terms can be so easily ar- 
ranged. In fact, the entire plan is so 
logical, so complete, that any car dealer can easily 
make big extra profits. Why not you? 
--- and extra profits 


e begin right here! 


. Goodyear has a simple, profitable change-over 
deal for car dealers. Get in touch with your 
nearest Goodyear District Office or write to 
R. S. Wilson, Vice President, The Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Company, Inc., Akron, Ohio. 
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LIFEGUARD is a trade-mark of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
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Defense 





UAW’s Plane-Building Proposal Declared Impracticak 


Includes ‘Common Error’ 


On Car Plant Machinery 


DETROIT. While President 
Roosevelt and the U. S. Defense 
committee studied the UAW’s plan 
for building 500 planes daily in 
the idle space of motor plants, 
executives of automotive companies 
last week looked on the proposal 


as “impractical” and _ containing 
many flaws. 
Briefly, the plan submitted to 


Roosevelt by Walter Reuther, di- 
rector of UAW-CIO’s General Mo- 
tors local, provides: 

That automobile production be 
leveled off over the entire year, 
to make the same four million 
units but without peak production 
periods. 

That 1942 models be delayed six 
months, to permit employment of 
toolmakers on the plane program. 

That President Roosevelt appoint 
an aviation production board of 
nine members, three representing 


Canada to Build 
War Units at Top 
Rate Through “41 


MONTREAL.—Production sched- 
ules to meet the needs of British 
and Canadian armed forces will 
keep the automotive industry of 
Canada at top speed throughout 
1941, according to officials of the 
department of Munitions and 
Supply. 

Orders which have been placed, 
or which are in negotiation, will 
call for an output of more than 
400 units per day for Canada and 
the United Kingdom alone. The 
actual output of Canadian automo- 
tive factories will be much greater 
than 400 per day, as large numbers 
of military vehicles are being made 
for other Empire governments. 

Officials could not reveal the 
exact number of vehicles to be 
produced in the coming year, nor 
the expenditure involved, beyond 
stating that it would “run into 
many millions.” Great Britain will 
take the bulk of the production. 

Canadian plants are making 
military vehicles in eight models 
and of more than 30 types. A large 
number of trucks are especially 
designed for specific purposes, such 
as wireless units, mobile machine 
shops, aircraft gassing vehicles, and 
ammunition carriers. 
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IF YOU'D JUST 
MAKE UP YOUR MINDS 




























the government, three for manage- 
ment and three for labor, to have 
full authority to organize and 
supervise the mass production of 
planes in the automobile and auto 
parts industry. 


That surplus capacity of all the 
plants be pooled to produce plane 
motors, wings and fuselage. 


That this board have power to 
allocate tool and design needs 
among the various tool and die 
shops in accordance with require- 
ments. 


That a central motor assembly 
plant be established in one of the 
unused automobile factories, with 
the Hupp Motor Car Co. plant, 
Detroit, suggested, and that this 
plant assemble 500 complete plane 
engines daily. 

That cheap hangars be erected 
at the Wayne County (Detroit) 
Airport and Cleveland Airport, to 
assemble the planes. 

Some spokesmen for the indus- 
try have already contended that 
automobile plant machinery cannot 
be adapted to airplane production 
on a mass scale such as proposed 
by Reuther. 

Others stated that automobile 
production could not be leveled off 
over the entire year, as Reuther 
suggested, because the companies 
cannot estimate their future sales. 

While declining to comment on 
Reuther’s plan an official of the 
Automobile Manufacturers’ Assn. 
said in Washington that automobile 
manufacturers will suspend produc- 
tion of 1942 models if their facili- 
ties, especially machine tools, “are 
needed to make military aircraft.” 

The suspension of plans for 1942 
models, the official said, would not 
affect automobile production this 
year. The abandonment of plans 
for next year’s models, he said, 
would make it possible for tool 
manufacturers and shops operated 
by automobile companies to turn 
out a large quantity of machinery 
needed for the manufacture of 
plane parts. 


FOME 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.— About 10 
makes of passenger cars whose es- 
timated sales during the current 
year amounted to approximately 
12,000 units are removed from 
the Dominion market by Canada’s 
prohibition of imports of finished 
cars from the United States under 
the new War Exchange Conserva- 
tion Act, according to a report to 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
from Consul S. H. Day of Toronto. 
At least five of the manufacturers 
concerned have well-established 
sales and _ service organizations 


oo 


Washington Cites 


‘Common Error’ 


WASHINGTON.—While the front 
pages of the country’s newspapers 
last week were headlining stories 
about the UAW’s “plan” for mass 
production of airplanes by the au- 
tomotive industry, leaders of the 
industry itself were proceeding 
quietly, efficiently and with little 
ostentation and less publicity with 
their already well-matured plans 
for the utilization of all necessary 
plant capacity to make America 
strong in the air. 


doubt is being expressed locally, 
according to the_ report, 
whether those dealers who have 
been handling the makes now ex- 


the remaining trade. 
Resumption of Canadian manu- 





A Familiar Dilemma 


Canadian Importation Ban 


Affects 10 U.S. Car Makes 





operating throughout Canada. Some | advanced for launching the four- 


as to] Congress 


cluded can be fully absorbed by| 700,000 youths and adults for de- 





Studebaker Lays See 


Plans to Assemble 


” 2 

a . } 

Airplane Engine; 
SOUTH BEND.— Although of’ 
ficial confirmation is lacking a er 

no announcement of contracts h 
been made yet, informed sourc a 
say that Studebaker will definite be 
build airplane motors for the W : 
department. a 


‘This has been pointed out pré 
viously (see AuToMoTive News, Nog The 


25) but details are now actualped 4 
being worked out daily at t lé 
Studebaker factories in Soygpnt if 
Bend. Under present arrangemen§ Bake 
Studebaker will construct a mote@feld 
assembly plant near the corporgore | 
tion’s present service division gple r 
the south side of the city. cently 

Tentative plans call for the pr@at 8 
duction of 8,700 Wright whirlwirputes 
engines. Studebaker’s part in typfsetti 
program would be to work closefyrcen 
with sub-assembly plants, one to ro 
located in Chicago and another ft pr 
Fort Wayne, Ind. The latter plagkenl: 


would do gear cutting work and jnd tl 
to be under supervision of jofita 
former official of Warner Gear C Borc 
These two supplier plants afant. 
already constructed. However, tltore \ 
assembly plant would be built a n 
ready for occupancy in about bytes 
year. Arrangements for machinet}steac 
for the plants have already bed@kstur 
worked out and delivery schedul Th 
call for performance within . 
months. ys 
The sources also said that Stud 
baker has already made layo 





Cartoon courtesy of Detroit Free Press 


It is expected that the plant 


employ 4,000 men. on st 

a nab 

° 20 cul 

orders for the parts requirements Education Orders For 


of several of the excluded makes 
of cars and having them made 
locally by a single concern. The 
same practical difficulties apply, 
however, even though more eco- 
nomical production might be 
achieved. In order to qualify as a 
Canadian-made product, 40 percent 
of the value of labor and mate- 
rials must be of domestic origin. 


Plans Are Advanced 


For Defense Education 
WASHINGTON.—Plans are well 


“hose 


For Army Planesina: 
Now Being Place "os 


loa 
"ream 
DETROIT.—Test orders for aifttere 
plane parts are being negotiat@ender 
with various companies in the esm 
tomobile industry in an effort tnd e 
get a head start on the propos@yysica 
Army bomber mass _ producti@p]] al 
program. Natu 
This is the plan which was fithttract 
suggested by William S. Knudsetpita] 
newly-designated director of t 
office of production managemefrycig 
for defense. He proposed it aS yindgoy 
way to get the assembly line methuying 
ods of motor manufacture intré¢ The 
duced into aircraft building am th: 
also as a means of utilizing tBtend 
machine facilities and manpowé; act 


of the automobile industry m ecks 


fold program just authorized by 
by which vocational, 
rural and high schools, universities 
and colleges will train more than 


industries and government 
Dr. John W. Studebaker, 


fense 
service, 


In highly authoritative quarters/ facture or assembly by some of|U. S. commissioner of education, 





GEAR MAKER 


TURNS TO NICKEL STEELS 


Nickel alloy steels and Nickel al- 
loy bronzes work together 
line of compact speed _ reducers. 
These durable speed _ reduction 
gears, of worm and planetary or 
differential types, are made _ by 
Winfield H. Smith, Inc., Spring- 
ville, New York. When it comes to 
speed reducers, compactness is a 
cardinal virtue because of the 
varied applications and space limi- 
tations on such equipment. Natur- 
ally, high-grade alloyed materials 
are specified to assure needed 
strength and fatigue resistance in 
these compact, highly stressed 
mechanisms. In differential type 
reducers, both primary and slow 
speed internal gears are made of 
Nickel-chromium steel, SAE 3135, 
heat treated. High speed pistons 
and planetary journals are made 
of SAE 2320, a 3%% Nickel steel, 
case hardened and ground. Worm 
type reducers utilize Nickel steel 
worm shafts and 
a Nickel alloy 
bronze for gears. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 











in a}: 






here, it was asserted that the auto- 
motive industry has moved swiftly 
and effectively to accomplish the 
it resolved to gain, 
namely, to subordinate everything 


end which 


necessary to national defense. 


for whatever tasks it may be called 
upon to do in this time of national 
emergency, action from Washington 
now is necessary. Contracts must 
be let and there must be appro- 
priations to meet those contracts. 

Close study here of the UAW 
“survey” indicated that it contained 
nothing which was not already 
known to management and that it 
did fall into the common error 
of presuming that production of 
bombers, for example, can be ac- 
complished with present auto-mak- 
ing methods and that the switch 
can be made overnight. The CIO 
“study” seemingly had large at- 
tention-getting value but from the 
practical standpoint its virtues are 
far less apparent te the men whose 
engineering and executive genius 


have built the industry to its pres- | 


ent remarkable position. 


Washington opinion is unanimous | 
can | 


that the automotive industry 
be counted upon, without reserve 
or qualification, to meet the na- 


tion’s defense needs within its 
sphere of activity and that the 
steps which already have been 
taken are tangible evidence to that 
effect. 


However, it was shown, while the 
industry is in a state of readiness 


the excluded manufacturers who 
formerly had such operations, in- 


obtaining Canadian-made parts 
and other materials from existing 
suppliers. The concentration of in- 
dustrial effort in Canada on war 
equipment has absorbed so much 
of the output of both mechanics 
and metal working plants that 
there is little surplus capacity now 
available which could be used to 
produce additional passenger car 
parts, it is stated. 

Suggestions are reported to be 
under discussion for combining 





Auburn to Manufacture 


Parts for Airplanes 

NEW YORK.—Harry Woodhead, 
president of Aviation Mfg. Corp. 
and chairman of the board of 
Vultee Aircraft, Inc., has _ been 
elected president of Auburn Cen- 
tral Mfg. Corp., Connersville, Ind., 
it was announced last week. 

The Auburn company (formerly 
makers of Auburn cars), now 
manufacture sheet metal products 
and will shortly engage in aircraft 
parts production. 


Soldiers’ Privilege 


| BUFFALO, N. Y.—Buffalo soldiers 
|}stationed at Fort Dix, N. J. and Fort 
| McClellan, Ala., who have their auto- 
mobiles with them will not be _ re- 
quired to buy license plates of the 
| states in which their camps are lo- 





cated even though they may remain 
in the camps until next October. 


volves primarily the problem of| state and local school authorities,” 


fully i ional f 
ine diane, ully in the national defense prt, the 


ram. | 
“I have definite assurances from erThe dollar amount of the fi ty 
orders, which might be called “ of 


said Studebaker, “that our great 
school organizations will respond 
wholeheartedly. The public can ex- 
pect to see many schools operating 
24 hours a day to meet defense 
needs.” 


Hudson Charter Change 


DETROIT.—Hudson Motor Car Co. 
will address a letter to stockholders of 
record on Dec. 27 calling a_ special 
meeting for Jan. 11 to vote on a pro- 
posal to amend its charter so as to 


ucational” except for the fact theompli 
the products are destined for Ubed fc 
in later plane assemblies, will n& q,),;, 
be large. All in all, they may nt——_ 
add up to more than $20,000,00 
But they will be only the begitl rye 
ning of a stream of orders to r 
contracted as the bomber buildin 
program goes into full productiol DET 
Every effort-is being made tame | 
get the automotive firms started @or tr 
preliminary work for this progralNation 


permit the company to indulge in the|or to procure subcontracts frof The 
building of a $12,000,000 naval ordnance | ,.; 7 . 

plant, recently assigned to them by | 4ircraft companies now working Oruck 

the U. S. government orders. orate 
i 1940, ¢ 





S.— 

6.» 

ASSEMBLY LINE at the Ford Motor Co.’s Rouge plant began filling 10— 
government order last week for 1,200 sedans to be used as officials’ cars B 
the U. S. Army. Completely devoid of chromium trim, the Ford cars af 

painted in the my’s olive drab color and are equipped front and rear wié Fi 

blackout lights. aan 
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‘abmall Delivery Truck Fleet Boosts Baker’s Profits 
vs seeking Home Market Held 


ible Big Factor in His Success 


eo 

in ; 

et jal to Automotive News ‘ results of this campaign had a 
igh o BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — Of in- | wholesome effect on their house to 
NS atest to truckers specializing in|house routes and cake salesmen, 


icts h livery business is the re- ‘ 

sourc a cenaed of Borck & Stev- who battled ha rder with the re- 

finite bakers here, in making a very sult that this side of their business 

he Wa, ofitable business out of deliver-|#!S0 showed improvement instead 
bread. of losing ground. 


- Pree all-inclusive costs of selling| Selling and delivery costs have 





Missouri P. S. C. 
Granted Review 


In Trucking Suit 


ST. LOUIS.—The Public Service 
Commission of Missouri has been 
granted a review of a decision, 
dismissing a suit for damages 
against 76 motor carriers, by the 
United States Supreme Court. 


The commission appealed from 
the Eighth Federal Circuit Court 





vs, N . : 

actual d delivery in the bakery field| dropped per dollar of sales and per which upheld a three-judge court’s 
at t , a Soggy el a. er hundred pounds of bread. Fewer dismissal of the litigation, which 
a oe stops and less miles plus the ease grew out of the companies’ attack 


yemen a s oes ao of working the loads and fewer eumsaten Gateuieds. eg sar ay ey in uk a i on the constitutionality of state 
1 mot@field wi B' relays enable the salesmen to fin-| that toot “Merrily we roll along,” add to the attention these units get on|license fee schedules for motor 


tly routes, even unprofit- |. a 
in . “aie and stops. It wan re- | ish_earlier. their delivery rounds. trucks and buses. 


wntly said in a bakery publication 
he pr@at about 30 percent of bakery 
‘irlwinputes today are unprofitable, thus 
in tHfsetting the profit on another 30 


closefyrcent, leaving only 40 percent of AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS: truck owners and truck drivers know that Internationals are winners —in the big driving contests 


1e to routes to produce the baker’s and on th i i 
thee I eek — Whleh he Gch tale n e everyday jobs. The International Truck franchise is a winner, too, as a volume and business builder. Write us for information. 


r plamkenly averages over all routes 
-and fad thus assumes all routes are 
of (ofitable. 
ear CaBorck & Stevens took a different 
its afvant. The firm decided to seek 
er, tikore volume with fewer stops and 
lilt atltss mileage. To concentrate on 
bout utes in their natural territory 
chinef}stead of coveting distant green 
y be@kstures. 
hedul€ the firm had two profitable divi- 
uN S&ons — selling both house to house 
nd to grocers, but it was decided 
make this test in the wholesale 
vision first. 


enging The company made a new loaf 
alrea@t bread, exclusive for independent 
s engrocers — chain stores not in- 
samppuded, and decided on distinctive 
‘er ajptucks for this purpose. 
Bend, The regular trucks (of which 
int wihey then had 150) were one-half- 
on standard panel units, painted 
aa blue color scheme. Loadspace, 
, 20 cubic feet. 


2's For the new bread, the firm 

those three - quarter -ton Interna- 
M€Sonals with all-steel Metro double- 

sapacity bodies with 280 cubic feet 
cee loadspace, and painted them 

seam color and on the sides they 
or almttered “Trade with your Inde- 
otiat@endent Grocer.” They dressed the 
he afglesmen in distinctive uniforms 
fort f equipped these trucks with 
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Above: Orville Hoffert, 26, driver for Trans- 
American Freight Lines, Indianapolis, 
champion truck driver of the United States, ' 
smiles happily after completing the rigid 
competition. Hoffert triumphed over a field i 
of 41 drivers from 25 states. He i 
scored 109.5 points out of a pos- 
sible 120. 


Above: Before a crowd of 5,000, Orville Hoffert ma- 
neuvered this {'/2-ton International D-30 Truck into 
position at the American Trucking Association’s fourth 
annual ‘‘Roadeo’’ at Los Angeles fast month to win 
opos@usical horns tooting “Merrily we the title of U. S. champion truck driver. 
lucti@yl] along.” 

Naturally, these different units 
iS HKttracted attention and the firm 
uds@lanitalized this in the advertising 
of having cardboard cutouts of the 
eMEeEfycks made up for use in grocery 
[ @8 windows and to hang over the 
methyying counter. 


intre The whole effort was so success- 


a 


Left: Three ATA ‘‘Roadeo” first 
prize winners shown with their 


trophies and other prizes. Left 


Left: Charlies Zimmerman, Cushman 
Motor Delivery Co., Chicago, drove ¥ 





s oe that the campaign which was | ~* this 2 to 3-ton International D-40 in to right: Clyde Sheppard, As- 
ig Bitended to reach its peak on Oct. bd a a = bury Transportation Co., Los 
:pOW E : e national championship in tha Angeles, national champion | 
poW®5, actually went over the top six classification. He was second in the i= the truck - trailer Gees” Orville 

eeks before that date. It resulted national grand championship. Je Hoffert, and Charles Zimmerman. 


€ PM the purchase of 20 double-capac- 
fi ty units which are now doing the 
q i. mwork that it would have required 


. of their regular trucks to ac- e ; 
t thfomplish. An addition is being plan- on ratul ti S “i u : 
7 Uked for their bakery as a result. C Gi Oo I ‘ - 
- nf Curiously enough, the startling oad KO 


vesifruck Drivers Publish |Ghampion and Runner-up Drove Internationals in the Los Angeles Finals 


jain = Their Own Magazine 


ee is = International Harvester takes this opportunity to salute advanced engineering, complete line to meet every need, 
me of a new mon y maga : . : . pe 

ted Gor truck drivers, just started by| the truck drivers of the nation — and in particular to and after-sale service have come to be the standard by 
ograWational Assn. of Highway Drivers.} congratulate the winners in the American Trucking which trucks are judged. 


frot Th iation, composed of ae re , 
ing druck Sees ‘aay. of incor- Association’s annual “Roadeo” competition. International 





Truckmen, year after year, buy more heavy-duty Inter- 
nationals than any other make .. . they know from 
experience that International Trucks consistently give 
them proved performance, economy, and hauling satis- 
International Trucks are favorites with drivers, not only  faction—the best all-around truck values that money 
in the great state and national contests, but in the im- can buy. 


___jorated in Michigan on Aug. 24, Harvester is proud, too, that both the winner and runner- 
140, as a non-profit organization. 


up in the 1940 contest, as in 1939, drove International 
Trucks. 










Truck Top Ten 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 





ad 








1940 1939 ‘ : : 
Pos, Make won portant job of day-after-day hauling, ’cross-town and Find out from the nearest Company-owned branch how 
1—170,964 Chevrolet 151,460— ’ 3S~ j i > . 

uaaaes Chevenies 181 : cross-country. Today, International is the greatest name _ valuable the International Truck franchise can be for you. 






3— 70,795 Internat’l 59,695— 3 in trucks because Harvester has kept faith with truck 








~ —— eo a ; owners — and with truck drivers, the “Gentlemen of the INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
6— 8.651 Plymouth 7,800— 6 Highway.” International Harvester’s all-truck quality, 180 North Michigan Avenue Chicago, Ilinois 
7— 6,310 Mack 5,94 






8— 6,129 White 4,172— 9 
9— 5,812 Diamond T 4,746— 8 
10— 2,158 Willys 1,424—13 










INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 


5 Total All Makes 
” will 512,593 437,582 
For complete standings of all 


makes, see page 10, this issue. 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 30, 1940 Trucks = 
International Announces 5 New Heavy-Duty ModelsT 


Steering, Styling, Springing 


Have Improved Features 


FORT WAYNE, Ind.—Features 
of five new heavy-duty truck 
models, now in production at the 
International Harvester works 
here, include easier steering; new 
styling; new foam-type, sponge- 
rubber seat cushions; larger, easier- 
riding springs; improved frame 
construction; rubber-mounted pro- 
peller shaft center bearings; new 
engine features; new Hi-Tork hy- 
draulic brakes, improved vacuum- 
power brakes, and larger, quicker- 
acting air brakes. 


Carrying capacities of the new 
models—cab, body, equipment, and 
payload—range from 10,000 to 18,- 
000 pounds and gross’. vehicle 
weights from 14,500 to 27,000 
pounds. Model K-6 has a carrying 
capacity of 10,000 pounds; Model 
K-7, 11,000 pounds; Model K-8, 12,- 
000 pounds; Model K-10, 14,500 
pounds, and Model K-11, 18,000. 

Models K-6 and K-7 are avail- 
able in four wheelbases—from 134 
to 176 inches; Model K-8 in five 
wheelbases—from 137 to 197 inches, 
and Models K-10 and K-11 in four 
wheelbases—from 149 to 197 inches. 

The five new models are pow- 


St. Louis Sales 
Show Rise; Expect 
Big Truck Orders 


ST. LOUIS.—A continued in- 
crease in car registrations in St. 
Louis and adjacent St. Louis 
county during November has been 
recorded and a corresponding in- 
crease in truck registrations also 
has been made. 

With the U. S. government erect- 
ing one of the largest TNT plants 
in the country in St. Charles 
county, near here, a continued up- 
ward swing in motor vehicle sales, 
trucks especially, is expected. Con- 
tractors who have won awards for 
the huge plant will need many 
motor vehicles to complete the 
job. 

Of 2,896 pleasure cars registered 
during November, Chevrolet led 
with 722 sales. Ford was second 
with 422, Plymouth third with 384 
and Buick with 272 and Pontiac 
with 220 followed. The gain of reg- 
istrations over the same month last 
year was 445. The total for the 11 
months of the current year is 36,- 
212 as against 28,568 in 1939. 

Truck registrations during No- 
vember totaled 385, Ford leading 
with 125, Chevrolet was second 
with 83 and the Yellow Bus was 
third with 70. The increase in reg- 
istration over 1939 was 129. For 
the 11 months of 1940 4,109 new 
trucks were registered as against 
3,203 for the same period last year. 


Omaha Carriers Become 


Santas to Poor Children 
OMAHA.—The motor carriers of 
Omaha did not give their annual 
Christmas party to their patrons. 
The truckers were in the midst of 
plans for the party when they 
suddenly changed their minds, and 
it was decided to devote the money, 
$613, to needy children in Omaha. 


ered by five sizes of six-cylinder, 
valve-in-head, replaceable-cylinder 
engines, ranging from a 241-cubic 
inch engine developing 84 horse- 
power at 3,200 r.p.m., to a 401- 
cubic inch engine developing 114.2 
horsepower at 2,600 r.p.m. Torques 
range from 175% to 308 pounds- 
feet at 800 r.p.m. 


Tests show that it takes less 
than half as many pounds of ef- 
fort on the steering wheel to turn 
Models K-8, K-10, or K-11, either 
left or right, and that the improve- 
ment on the other two models is 
nearly as great. 


Sweeping lines give these new 
models a streamlined, distinctive 
appearance quite similar to, but 
more massive than that of the re- 
cently introduced International 
Models K-1 to K-5. A feature driv- 
ers will appreciate is that there is 
no bright metal on top of the hood 
to reflect sunlight. A new type of 
telescoping hood support with an 
automatic latch saves time and 
effort in raising the hood. 


The new cabs have more leg 
room and head room and also im- 
proved vision. 


The front springs are from 35% 
to 7% inches longer, giving notice- 
ably improved riding qualities and 
spring life, and the capacities of 
the front springs have been in- 
creased 10 percent or more. Rear 
springs of the smaller two models 
have also been increased in length. 


The new propeller shaft center 
bearing has tapered roller bearings 
and a rubber ring between the 
bearing housing and the cross- 
member. 


New engine features include the 
mounting of fuel pumps on the 
left-hand side of the engines— 
away from the heat of the exhaust 
manifold—as an added precaution 
against vapor lock; new exhaust 
manifolding for Models K-6 and 
K-7; new mechanically-sealed water 
pump which requires no adjust- 
ment; larger diameter distributors; 
new-type, universal heat range 
spark plugs; and—in the engines 
for Models K-8, K-10, and K-11—a 
new type of combination carbure- 
tor and governor which combines 
in one simple, compact unit the 
functions of positive and accurate 
governing with dependable, eco- 
nomical carburetion. 


To enable the truck owner to 
adapt his trucks to any specialized 
hauling need, a variety of rear 
axle types are available for these 
International models. 

One of the most important im- 
provements in automotive design 
in recent years is the development 
of Hi-Tork hydraulic brakes (pre- 
viously described in AUTOMOTIVE 
News) used on the rear wheels of 
Models K-6 to K-10 inclusive. 

A vacuum power unit or “booster” 
is standard equipment on the hy- 
draulic braking systems of these 
heavy-duty trucks. 

Air brakes are regular equip- 
ment on Model K-11 and are avail- 
able for Models K-7, K-8 and K-10. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 





‘41 Heavy-Duty Offerings . . 





ONE OF INTERNATIONAL’s new heavy-duty trucks 


ust announced is this 


Model K-6 on 158-inch wheelbase with 12-foot custom-bu It, enclosed-van body. 
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INTERNATIONAL Model K-7, 134-inch wheelbase truck-tractor with stainless 


steel semi-trailer. 





INTERNATIONAL Model K-11, 149-inch wheelbase with heavy-duty dump 


body and cab protector. 


N. J. Dealer Assn. 
Asks Merit Rating 


TRENTON, N. J.—A bill sub- 
stantially increasing New Jersey 
unemployment compensation bene- 
fits after Apr. 1 was passed under 
suspension of rules. by _ both 
branches of the state legislature 
here Dec. 16, in response to pres- 
sure from organized labor, but no 
action was taken on proposals by 
New Jersey Automotive Trade 
Assn. and other employer groups 
for inclusion of a merit rating 
clause to reduce the tax rate for 
employers providing steady work. 

Although not objecting to the in- 
creased benefits, New Jersey Auto- 
motive Trade Assn., state chamber 
of commerce, State Manufacturers’ 
Assn. and several other employer 
groups were recorded at an earlier 
legislative hearing on the subject 
as wanting merit rating and elimi- 
nation of the present 1 percent 
worker tax included in the change. 


Surkamp New Treasurer 


Of United States Rubber 


NEW YORK.— Election of Ar- 
thur Surkamp, to be treasurer of 
United States Rubber Co., is an- 
nounced by F. B. Davis jr., chair- 
man of the board and president of 
the company, following a _ special 


meeting of the board of directors. | units which use higher 














STANDARD CAB on _ International 
Models K-6 to K-11 inclusive. The seat 
cushion is of foam-type sponge rubber. 
The seat and back cushions are indi- 
vidually adjustable. The doors have 
double weatherstripping, consisting of 
live rubber, on all door edges and live 
rubber windlace on all edges of door 
openings. 


Trucks Use More Nickel 


Than Automobiles in ’40 

NEW YORK.—“The year 1940 
was the first year in which the 
total amount of nickel used in 
trucks and buses exceeded that in 
passenger cars,” according to 
year-end memoranda released by 
International Nickel Co. 

“This was due partly 
crease in production 


to the in- 
of heavy 
alloy 





—— 


Appeals W. Va.’s 6 


Doubledeck Ban 
To High Court 


CHARLESTON, W. Va. (UTPS), AU! 
—Philadelphia - Detroit Lines, a ™?! 
Delaware corporation, has been ill at 
granted permission to appeal to ture 
the U. S. supreme court from a ld 
decision of a three-judge federal ound 
court which recently upheld West "85 
Virginia’s doubledecker truck law, @*!" 

The appeal was granted by Judge ule. 
George W. McClintic after the Gro: 
trucking company contended the’ ™% 
state law banning doubledecker “5 
automobile transports from the 
highways interfered with interstataf) ] 
commerce. e€ 

The firm also held that the act 
intended to divert business from 
automobile carriers to the rail- 
roads. 


The three-judge court handed DE! 
down an order Sept. 27 sustaining, ar 
a state motion to dismiss an in- fl 
junction action seeking to restrain) art 
enforcement of the statute which red 
went into effect July 1. The stater. ! 
has contended it has the right to _ 
regulate the use of its highways. 

The state supreme court has up- 
tg the constitutionality of the 
aw. 
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N. H. Dealers Get : 


Finance Co. Prizes*, 


MANCHESTER, N. H.—(UTPS) aeasu: 
—Thirty-one cash awards were The 
given to New Hampshire automo-deral 
bile dealers, and 42 salesmen whmse a 
headed the list in the first indvery 
dividual sales contest, receiveérovid 
checks, at the sixth annual dinnehat is 
party held at the Carpenter hoteligh— 
here by New Hampshire Financeaturse 
Corp. ack | 

More than 350 car dealers anaches 
salesmen from the southern secukxilia 
tion of the state attended theith tl 
event. 1g m 

Awards were presented by Walaches. 
ter B. McGregor, president and 32 i 
treasurer of the finance corpora Alon 
tion, and a talk on dealer opera-nes, 
tions was given by Arthur Hmart 
Blessington of Boston, banker and@ive < 
business consultant. earan 

H. Gordon Miner, regional rep-nd. 
resentative of National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., was among thé(C ] 
special guests. Tr 


GM Truck Reports Sales WAS 


Rise 8% in Dec. Period. 


DETROIT.—Retail deliveries oOhenda' 
trucks by General Motors Truckipow, 
& Coach to consumers in_ th6yor t} 
United States, exclusive of th@pq q 
federal government, during thérivers 
first 10-day period of Decembe@Bact 
exceeded the same period of 1 per’ 
year by 8 percent. The 1940 yeatynme 
to-date figure is currently running No , 
15 percent ahead of the year-tOmngage 
date figure for 1939. afety 

The bank of unfilled consumenfficie 
orders, exclusive of orders place@ithin 
by the federal government, at théion’s | 
close of the first 10-day period Ofhe exg 
December was 28 percent greater 
than the bank at the close of the 


same period last year. 3 
DETE 


1941 Oregon Legislature 2: 


Include Several Dealers:,*{; 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Nine auto-“e-Pre 
mobile dealers or ex-dealers art 
active, or will be in the 1941 Oregor 
legislature, which meets in Salem 
Ore. early in January, 1941. Three 
will be in the Senate, and six iz 
the House. 

Newcomers in the House ar 
W. B. Morse of Prineville, ex 
dealer; R. C. Frisbie of Baker, wht 
was a Ford dealer. House membée!) 
reelect, Angus Gibson, Ford deale) 
of Junction City; Roy Carter, Fore 
dealer; V. B. Staples, Ontario 
former Ford dealer; Marshal C 
Cornett, car dealer and gasoline 
distributor of Klamath Falls is 
Senate newcomer. Hold-over ar) 
Douglas McKay, Chevrolet deale:y ~ 
of Salem, and Rex Ellis Pendleton f 





Per-| formerly a dealer. 








Surkamp has been comptroller| centages and partly to a greater| 

STUDEBAKER introduced its 1941 commercial line to more than 200 New|of the company since 1929, and| amount of nickel alloy steel used| Nine-Month ‘Holiday’ 
England dealers at a big meeting in Boston last week. C. Scott Fletcher, a 3 : ae Aas : ee a i ras . “ - : 
general sales manager, headed the group which put on the program. Seated, has been with the rubber company | per truck,” it was noted. “About| ywonrREAL. — No automobiles @, THIS 
left to right, Harry B. Liggett, Boston distributor and Fletcher. Standing, | for 21 years. He joined the rubber} 23 percent of the total amount of | chassis cas -? imported sats Anetra wen p 
left to right, R. E. Perkey, assistant sales promotion manager; R. F. Glocester.| company as employment manager| nickel produced is consumed by| 7on¥eO? . "Oh see une gant, ka 
si ; ; A. J. Chanter, New England regional manager, and oe wes - ———s : : Se “11941, the industry having agree thassis. 
assistant sales manager ” » ' in 1919, the automotive industry. take a voluntary import holiday. 


BR. E. H. Wedekind, assistant regional manager. 





Trucks 


n 
a rt jal to Automotive News 
'PS) AUSTIN, Tex.—Plans have been 


: gmpleted for introduction of a 
tY & | at the next session of the legis- 
a sture, meeting in January, which 
: ould remove the present 7,000- 
“ ‘pound load limit and regulate the 
ses ght on a gross basis with a 


rei 
‘cond saximum of 16,000 pounds per 


gle. 
udge Gross weight would be regulated 
y use of a formula which con- 


the : 
j rar co- 
scker #inS as factors an arbitrary 


the 
stateNeluxe Delivery 
‘at Announced by 


DeKalb Wagon 


rail- 
inded ne KALB, Ill.—A new, two-tone 
ining eamlined deluxe delivery — ideal 
n IM-) florists, bakers, cleaners and 
train, artment stores—has just been 
vnich iaced on the market by DeKalb 
At €vagon Co. 
tOmhe new unit is known as the 
WAYS... Kalb DeLuxe Urban Delivery— 
S UP*,d although priced on a mass 
the oduction basis—presents to pub- 
¢ the “front” and advertising ap- 
eal of a costly custom-built unit. 
t tis powered with the economical 
lodge six engine. The unit pro- 
ZEgides 317 cubic feet of load space 
““) an over-all bumper to bumper 
'PS)aeasurement of 205 inches. 
wereThe designer has given con- 
‘omo-dderable attention to the driver’s 
whmse and speed in handling the de- 
t imwery and its load. The cab door 
eivedrovides quick exit, a windshield 
innethat is 59 inches wide and 23 inches 
hotéeligh—giving unusual vision is also 
nanceatured. The double doors at the 
ack provide an opening of 44% 
- anaches by 4314 inches—or when the 
seeuxiliary door above is opened 
theith them, the driver has an open- 
ig measuring 44% inches by 50 
Walaches. The door at the side opens 
ang 32 inches by 69 inches. 
poras Along more purely decorative 
peradnes, recessed headlights and a 
r Hmart horizontal fin type grille 
r andive a refined, custom-built ap- 
earance to the streamlined front 


rep-nd. 


tom 
s theCC Ponders Regulating 
Truck Helpers, Loaders 


es WASHINGTON.—The Interstate 
ri d mmerce Commission last week 








n consideration of the recom- 
®8 Ohendation of its examiner R. W. 
[rucknow, that it assume jurisdiction 
| thier the hours of service of loaders 
' th@nd drivers’ helpers as well as 
th€rivers employed by common, con- 
-mbéfract and private motor carriers of 
perty in interstate or foreign 
yeaMommerce. 
nnINg No other carrier employes are 
ar ged in activities affecting 
afety of operations to a degree 
sumMeRufficient to justify bringing them 
jlace@ithin the scope of the commis- 
it th@ion’s hours of service regulations, 
od Othe examiner has held. 
reater 
of the 





Bonus for Safety 


DETROIT.—Payment_of $7,500 as a 
“0 safety bonus to_176 truck drivers 
Ire mployed by Geo. F. Alger Co. and 
‘8 affiliate, the Kirk Transportation 


alers., is announced by A. Scott, 
auto-e-president of both companies. 
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iles © THIS NEW two-tone deluxe 
istrallieen placed on the market by 
une Anit, known as 
eed Chassis, 


delivery, ideal for florists, 
DeKalb Wagon Co., 


the DeKalb Deluxe Urban Delivery, uses a Dodge engine and | 
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isfexas Bill Seeks Boost in Load Limit for Trucks 
(6,000 Pounds Per Axle 





Allowed in New Measure 


efficient of 700 and the distance 
between the first and last axle of a 
vehicle, or combination of vehicles. 
Gross weights determined by ap- 
plication of formula, however, 
would be subject to a restriction of 
600 pounds per inch of tire width 
concentrated on the highways sur- 
face or a maximum of_ 16,000 
pounds per axle; axles to be 40 
inches or more apart. 

The bill limits the width of a 
truck to 96 inches and the height 
to 12 feet, 6 inches. Overall length 
dimensions cannot exceed 35 feet 
for one vehicle nor 45 feet for a 
truck and a trailer. 

The bill will be introduced by 
Senator Rogers Kelley of Edin- 
burgh and is designed to make the 
Texas law conform generally to 
the uniform size and_ weight 
standards recommended by Ameri- 
ean Assn. of State Highway Of- 
ficials. 

No changes are proposed in 
specifications for width and height, 
they already being in accord with 
the uniform standard. 


Yellow Truck Gets 
Huge Army Order 


PONTIAC. — The Army has an- 
nounced placing of an order of 
$31,718,137 for trucks from Yellow 
Truck and Coach Mfg. Co. here. 

It is understood to be for 25,000 
more Army trucks such as the 
company has been making in the 
last several months. These are six- 
wheel drive special jobs. 

Receipt by Yellow Truck of the 
huge order was said by company 
officials to insure peak employment 
through 1941. 

At a special meeting of the di- 
rectors of the company a dividend 
of $2.25 per share was declared 
on the company’s common stock, 
payable Dec. 30, 1940, to stockhold- 
ers of record Dec. 23, 1940. 


N. J. Truck Firm Folds; 


Blames Labor Demands 


WASHINGTON. Officials of 
American Trucking Assns., saw 
alarming portents in the announce- 
ment last week of Roemer Truck- 
ing Co., of Newark, N. J., one of 
the oldest and largest contract 
motor carriers in the east, that it 
was going out of business because 
of “excessive labor demands.” 

“The startling decision of Roemer 
Bros., to ‘throw up the sponge’ in 
the face of excessive demands of 
union labor must come as a shock 
to motor carriers similarly ex- 
posed,” ATA headquarters said. 
“This firm felt that it could not 
profitably continue in business and 
still pay the high scale of wages 
demanded for its employes.” 


W hitney Reelected 


GREAT FALLS, Mont.—Gale Whit- 
ney of Billings was reelected president 
of Montana Motor Transportation Assn. 
at the second annual convention here 
last week. Other officers are: Ray 
Bazel of Great Falls, vice-president; 
Wayne Hageman of Laurel, secretary- 
treasurer. 


For _a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s ‘“‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 
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DeKalb, Ill. The 


| mobile 


bakers, etc., has | 
new | 





ALMOST 1,000 employes attended the annual dinner given by Norwalk 


Truck Line im Toledo Dec. 22, at which Mr. and Mrs. John 
president and secretary of the company, were honorod 
speakers was Ted V. Rodgers, president of American Truc 


F. Ernsthausen, 
reste. Among the 
ing Assns. Shown 


here are Mr. and Mrs. Ernsthausen and Rodgers, front row. Back row, Charl 
H. Hoke, vice-president, Norwalk Truck Line, and D. Hi. Gilhousen, ear cal 


personnel director for truck line. 


Texas Rules Driveaways 


Must Pay $3 Fee Per Car 


Special to Automotive News 

AUSTIN, Tex.—A fee of $3 must 
be paid on all automobiles trans- 
ported over Texas highways “for 
purpose of sale in another state or 
for delivery after having been 
sold,” Attorney General Gerald C. 
Mann ruled last week. 

The ruling was in answer to a 
request from State Highway Engi- 
neer DeWitt C. Greer, who asked 
the attorney general’s department 
for an opinion on the applicability 
of fee enacted by the legisla- 
ture under three fact situations. 

The fact situations outlined by 


3 Separate Bills 
Given As Answer 
To Neb. Financing 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Legislators who 
have studied the “small loan” 
puzzle in Nebraska, declare that 
no single bill will meet the situa- 
tion. There must be three separate 
acts. 

In banking, assert the legisla- 
tors, the state is primarily con- 
cerned with the safety of deposits. 
Installment banking brings in the 
tontine element which is forbidden 
in Nebraska. 

In dealing with finance com- 
panies, the state is not concerned 
with the safety of the investment, 
but is interested solely in the wel- 
fare of the borrowers. So it is be- 
lieved that three bills will be in- 
troduced to deal with each angle of 
the situation. 

It is said that outstate legisla- 
tors will present all three measures. 
It was also reported that Senator 
Leland Hall represents a coterie 
of Omaha and Lincoln bankers and 
is not acting for the state bankers’ 
association. 





Colorado Delegation 


Wants Truck Changes 


DENVER. — A delegation of 
Denver and Colorado truck opera- 
tors and equipment owners com- 
plained last week tn Governor 
Ralph L. Carr that government 
interference is creating serious 
problems for the private truck 
hauler. 

The delegation, led by a com- 
mittee of the newly formed Motor 
| Users, Inc., sought relief from two 
| Situations — one, the open com- 
| petitive bidding for trucking and 
|the other the purchase of trucks 
by government agencies for their 
own operation. 


Sales Increase 
NEW PHILADELPHIA, 0O.—A gen- 
eral upturn of business in Tuscarawas 
county was credited by county auto- 
dealers for an increase of 20 
new car sales during November com- 
pared with the same period last year. 
Sales in the county aggregated 160 

compared with 140 a year ago. 


Diamond T Order 
car 4SHINGTON.—Diamond T Motor 
ar Co. has been awarded a c ac 
for $6,311,085 worth of trucks, the 'W, 
department announced last week. 


War|the speakers’ table, 


Greer, all involving transportation 
of automobiles through Texas over 
state highways, were as follows: 


1. When a single vehicle oper- 
ated under its own power has been 
lawfully licensed in some other 
state for the current registration 
year. 


2. When a combination of two 
vehicles, one towed behind the 
other, both of which have been 
lawfully licensed in another state 
for the current registration year. 


3. Assuming the law would be 
applicable under the second fact 
situation, would the $3 fee be pay- 
able on the vehicle furnishing the 
motive power, as well as the ve- 
hicle being towed? 


The attorney general’s opinion 
said the fee would have to be paid 
in each case. “Whether or not a 
vehicle so operated through or 
within the state of Texas has been 
registered in another state for the 
current registration year is im- 
material,” the attorney general 
ruled. “The fee is payable upon 
each and every vehicle moved from 
or through this state, regardless of 
how it is moved. 


“If no sale is contemplated the 
proviso quoted would have no ap- 
plication, since it specifically states 
that it applies only in the case of 
operation over the highways of 
Texas for the purpose of sale, re- 
sale or trade in another state or 
after having been sold, resold or 
traded to any person, company, 
etc., in another state.” 





Foster Reelected Head 


Of N.H. Trucking Group 


MANCHESTER, N. H. — Joseph 
Foster of Manchester was reelected 
president of New Hampshire Truck 
Owners’ Assn. at its annual meet- 
a pave Dec. 7 at the Carpenter 

otel. 


Also reelected were: vice-presi- 
dent, Roy Stewart of Manchester; 
secretary - treasurer, Harold Bar- 
nard of Concord; directors, Ken- 
neth G. Moore and Clark P. Jones, 
both of Manchester. 





pany at a celebration 


agent of the trucking 


DRIVERS and employes of Liberty Highway Co. were 
Canes in veut Shelby hotel, 
were Leo Schmidt of Liberty; James F. 
firm, and C. G. White, also of Liberty. 
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Neb. Expecting 


A Minimum of 


°41 Motor Bills 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Legislation of 
interest to the automobile _ in- 
dustry, aside from the fracas over 
the consumers credit bills, may 
reach an all-time minimum at the 
next session of the unicameral. 


Nebraska State Automobile 
Assn. will not present any major 
measures. Senator Dan Garber and 
others will not press anti-brake 
and light inspection legislation. A 
flurry is expected over the bill to 
enforce compulsory liability insur- 
ance on drivers. One curative 
measure is designed to change the 
time of payment of automobile reg- 
istrations from January to April. 


R. F. Weller has been reap- 
pointed as head of the state safety 
patrol. There has been a suggestion 
that the patrol be taken from the 
state engineer’s department and 
placed under the state sheriff. 


Opponents of gasoline tax di- 
version are somewhat gloomy. Sec- 
retary Paul Halpine of Nebraska 
Commercial Truckers Assn. made 
an effort to consolidate all the or- 
ganizations interested in an _ in- 
crease in highway construction. 
No cooperation has been reported 
from the cement interests, the 
Good Roads Assn. or from several 
groups of the petroleum transport- 
ers and marketers. This leaves the 
truckers and the Nebraska High- 
way Users Assn. to carry on the 
fight. 

The Nebraska League of Mu- 
nicipalities is making a determined 
fight to share in the gasoline tax 
allocations. In Nebraska there is 
diversion for state advertising, the 
highway patrol, county expenses 
and old age assistance. The di- 
version for old age pensions is now 
1 cent a gallon. 


Denver Oil Men Urge 
April 1 License Deadline 


DENVER.—Enactment of legis- 
lation that will defer final date 
for the collection of automobile 
license fees and specific ownership 
taxes until April 1, was urged on 
23 Denver members of the forth- 
coming Colorado legislature at a 
banquet meeting of the Denver 
county petroleum industries com- 
mittee at the Shirley-Savoy hotel 
here during the past week. Such a 
move, it is understood, has the 
backing of the automobile dealer 
organizations of the state. 


Postponement of the collections 
was urged by George Douglas, 
secretary of the committee, on the 
ground that the move would re- 
lease in winter months into busi- 
ness channels the money which is 
now used to pay for license plates 
and specific ownership taxes. He 
pointed out that 29 states already 
have taken similar action. 





Making Trailer Pontoons 


DETROIT. — Fruehauf Trailer Co. 
has started production on an order of 
751 semi-trailer pontoon carriers for 
the United States War department 
engineers corps. These are units for 
converting the semi-trailers into full 
four-wheel trailers when desired. 

Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 


ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 
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guests of the com- 
Detroit. Left to right, at 
Graves, general 
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By A. H. Allen 


way in the hopes it can be cleared 


ONE OF THE LEADING topics | before defense work clogs the way. 


of conversation among the engi- 
neering fraternity these days is the 
much-discussed Ford six-cylinder 
car, which weeks ago was reported 
to be scheduled for introduction 
around the first of the year. Since 
that time not much has been heard 
of this development. One version 
of current activity is as follows: 
Production on the six engine has 
started on the basis of 100 units 
per day, this to be stepped up to 
600 per day by the middle of 
January. The engine will be offered 
in standard Ford body types as op- 
tional equipment and will round 
out the Ford line nicely by making 
available either the V-8 engine with 
85 horsepower, the V-8 with 95 
horsepower or the new six. 

Obviously, not much official in- 
formation will be released by Ford 
until stocks of the engine have 
been built up and dealers provided 
with sample cars. 

* * & 


Reduces Time 


By 80 Percent 

NEW method of milling auto- 
matic screw machine cams by 
means of a duplicator controlling 
a standard milling machine, has 
resulted in time savings of over 
80 percent, a 50 percent reduction 
in hand finishing time, and release 
of a machine operator’s helper for 
other work. The plant: Greenlee 
Brothers & Co., Rockford, Ill. The 
equipment: Built by Detroit Uni- 
versal Duplicator Co., Detroit. 

* * Oo” 


The setup is employed for three 
cam milling operations — cam 
drum, stock feed and cross feed 
cams. Considering the importance 
of time in the defense program, 
developments such as these are 
important contributions to the 
program, and must be encour- 

ed. 


ag 
s* *¢ # 


DUPLICATING equipment is 
widely used throughout the auto- 
motive industry, particularly for 
rapid duplication of stamping dies 
from plaster or wood patterns. 
Essentially the equipment com- 
prises a tracer which follows con- 
tours of the pattern and transfers 
this motion to the cutter arm of 
the machine which hogs out dupli- 
cate contours in the die being 
shaped. Several types have been 
developed; some duplicate in only 
two directions vertical and side- 
wise; others all three directions. 

ae * * 


What About 


1942 Models? 

SOME SERIOUS thinking is be- 
ing done in the motor industry 
about the possible effect in the new 
year of the defense program. One 
school of thought holds to the 
opinion that the actual production 
phase of the defense program still 
is too far distant to interfere with 
tooling for 1942 models; hence the 
decision is being made to release 
a substantial program in the usual 





LAST WORD in modern, streamlined 
transportation is the Illinois Central’s 
newest 2,000-horsepower General Mo- 
tors diesel-powered City of Miami, 
which left Chicago last week on its 
maiden trip to the southern play 
center. On hand for the initial trip 
was this attractive group of hostesses, 
including Miss Miami (Marian Johnson) 
seated on the fender of one of the 
Chevrolets which served as the host- 
esses’ official cars during the cere- 
monies before departure. At the left 
are Miami’s city commissioner, James 
A. Dunn and Mrs. Dunn. 


Another and more pessimistic 
group is convinced that perhaps 
it is futile to proceed with 1942 
models, that by the time they are 
ready there will be too few men 
available to make any kind of 
production showing on new 
models. oN 
Still another group is keeping its 
collective fingers crossed, but at the 
same time is taking out “insurance 
for the future.” One form of such 
insurance, about which more will 
be heard within a couple of weeks, 
is the rounding out of models avail- 
able to dealers, with perhaps in- 
troduction of one or two hitherto 
unavailable cars which will serve 
to broaden dealers’ lines. 

* a x 
Streamliner 
In Of fing? 

LOOK for something along the 
lines of the Chrysler Thunderbolt 
to make its appearance (not from 
Chrysler) sometime this spring in 
the form of a production car. The 
terrific appeal of this car, and the 
Buick “car of tomorrow” as con- 
ceived by stylist Harley J. Earl, 
evidenced at all the automobile 
shows where these models put in 
appearance, is pretty good proof 
that at least a part of the car- 
buying public will shell out hard 
cash to own one of these so-called 


dream cars. 
* Ea 


Should Obsolete 
The Old? 


IT IS an axiom in automobile 
manufacture that to sell the new 
product you must design it to ob- 
solete the old. The degree of suc- 
cess attending sales of the new is 
gauged by the degree to which the 
old product is obsoleted. It is per- 
haps the key to the profit perform- 
ance of the industry as a whole 
and to the perfection of the Ameri- 
can automobile as a mechanism. 

Of course the idea is applied 
to other products—in varying 
degrees. Take refrigerators for 
example, now sold by the mil- 

lions yearly. The effort to obso- 

lete old models has been made, 

but in no _ concerted fashion, 

probably mainly because the 

average life of a refrigerator is 

far beyond that of a motorcar. 
. = om 


The experiment being made by 
Kelvinator in bringing out two 
new completely different types of 
boxes, with such features as solid 
Plexiglass shelves, controlled hu- 
midity, cooling coils in the back- 
wall, one-piece cabinets, etc., de- 
veloped specifically to hasten ob- 
solescence of electric refrigerators 
even of recent vintage and to cre- 
ate that old urge for “off with the 
old and on with the new.” 





Photo by Ray Glonka 


AUTHORS GET TOGETHER. Four Detroiters, who r tly authored book 
were guests at the Detroit Adcraft Club’s anneal “intelligence test” luncheon 


last week. Left to right, Emanuel G. 


Other Poems’’; George 


W. Stark, of De 


Frank, who penned “Lesser Clay and 


troit News, auth f “In Old D it?s 
Chris Sinsabaugh, editor of Automotive News, whose “Who, “Me?” oy 


ust 


been placed on the market, and J. Lee Barrett, of Detroit Convention Bureau, 


author of “Speedboat Kings.”’ 





Ford Answers UAW Charges 
On Wages, Work Conditions 


DETROIT.—In a special full 
page paid advertisement in the 
nation’s newspapers, Ford Motor 
Co. last week answered UAW-CIO 
charges that Ford wages are low. 
The advertisement stated that the 
“average annual Ford wage rate 
was $1,629.05” in 1939. 

“According to the latest avail- 
able government figures, the an- 
nual average wage of all workers 
in employment covered by old age 
insurance law was $841,” the no- 
tice read. “If these employes re- 
ceived the same average wage as 
Ford employes, the workers of the 
United States would have had ad- 
ditional wages of more than $35,- 
000,000,000, thus increasing the 


Future Ford Contracts 
May Hinge on NLRB 


WASHINGTON.—The govern- 
ment is considering a plan 
whereby Ford may not be given 
future defense work until an 


NLRB election is held for Ford 
workers to settle the UAW-CIO 
conflict. 

The UAW claims to have a 
majority of union members 
within the plant. Defense con- 


tracts already signed will be 


fulfilled. 





national income about 50 percent.” 

The Ford notice also gave the 
wage classification in the Ford 
plants. Unskilled labor was listed 
at minimum of 75 cents an hour, 
semi-skilled labor at 80 cents an 
hour and skilled labor at 90 cents 
an hour. 

In conclusion the notice stated, 
“Anyone who wants to get a job 
~<s Ba @ car... OF Siace 6 
national defense contract on the 
basis of fair labor treatment must 


place the Ford Motor Co. at the 
top of his eligible list.’ 
* ++ cd 


Newark Refuses 


Ford Order 

NEWARK, N. J.— Repercussion 
of UAW-CIO efforts to organize 
workers in Ford Motor Co. plants 
struck here last week, when the 
city commission refused to pass a 
resolution awarding a contract to 
a local Ford dealer for 15 new 
radio police cars. 

Following protest by John Genne, 
executive secretary of the Greater 
Newark Industrial Unions Council, 
central labor body of CIO unions 
here, Mayor Ellenstein and City 
Commissioners Franklin and Mur- 
phy crossed their names off a 
resolution awarding the contract 
to Griggs Motor Sales, Inc. 


New Commercial 
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Two-Tone Jobs 
Replace Black 
In Color Battle 


FLINT.—Influence of two-tone 
paint combinations on the national 
automotive color scheme is so pro< 
nounced this year that it has com- 
pletely upset traditional color de- 
mands by automotive customers 
and further weaned the industry 
away from the production of black 
cars. 

While black continues to be the 
first choice of many automobile 
buyers, it has lost rank to the 
two-tone combinations and igs 
steadily losing ground as the color 
option of the majority. 
According to an _ analysis 






of 


ol 
Pl 
De 
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colors entered in the production of D 
139,426 1941 Buick cars, black con- FOR 


stituted 24.4 percent of all the cars 
built while the various selections 
of two-tone combinations account- 
ed for more than 36 percent. 


Fe 


Last year, black was taken by HUI 
33.9 percent of the buyers and two- PAC 
tone combinations, which were of- NAS 
fered on fewer cars than this year, WH 
accounted for only 14.6 percent of MIS 


output. 
In the order of their preference, 
black led the Buick list with 24.4 


percent, while two-tone grey, hav- Her 
ing a light grey upper body and jpt 
dark grey below the belt mould- — 


ing, accounted for 10.8 percent of 
production. Two-tone green com- 
binations came next with 9.8 per- 
cent of the total, while a grey and 
green combination was wanted by 
7.1 percent of Buick buyers. 


G. M. of Canada Names 
Vesey Purchasing Agent 


2 


Spe 
V 

of 

the 


MONTREAL. — The appointment 973 


of Eric B. Vesey as general pur- 
chasing agent of General Motors of 
Canada, Ltd., succeeding the late 
Robert J. MacFarlane is announced 
by Harry J. Carmichael, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. 

Vesey, who assumes his new 
duties at the age of 34, is a native 
of Colnbrook, Bucks, England. His 
first association with GM was with 
the export company in New York 
in January, 1927. 


Car Registrations 


Ten Months, plus 40 States for November 


Nov. to Nov. 
Date Pos. 

NINE a6: hacatenveoes 12,055 s 
ere 10,287 2 
International ........ 3,885 3 
orks dedenaie 2,926 4 
A EE ss vgs. wise wiawials 2,378 5 
MPMMIEES bios cca Siete sss 474 7 

| Ee eer eee 446 8 
Eo isOs'y ha won hese 525 6 
BOIMONE TE icicscccscs 321 9 
ee ss ina wh aii 95 12 
pS re 106 10 
Sra bg coche h ewlal 57 15 
rr 99 11 
OS arr 79 14 
Studebaker .......... 26 17 
ME Sc Sao 'iotala ocd. 48 16 
NN a ear e la gies. case hs We 90 13 
Miscellaneous ........ 105 

es hse ec asesce 34,002 
*Loss. 





1940 1939 Unit 
1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. Gain 
170,964 1 151,460 1 19,504 
143,572 2 113,664 2 29,908 
70,795 8 59,695 3 11,100 
49,364 4 45,681 4 3,683 
38,031 5 31,250 5 6,781 
8,651 6 7,890 6 761 
6,810 7 5,949 7 861 
6,129 8 4,172 9 1,957 
5,812 9 4,746 8 1,066 
2,158 10 1,424 13 734 
1,756 1 1,899 11 143* 
1,470 12 1,272 14 198 
1,465 18 1,613 12 148* 
1,441 14 1,588 13 147* 
1,066 15 1,985 10 919* 
672 16 371 16 301 
518 17 843 15 325* 
1,919 2,080 161* 
512,593 437,582 75,011 





New Commercial Car Registrations, 40 States for Nov., ’40-'39 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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STATES 





otal 30 States 
for November 


Qel Willys 




















14 25| 2767/7400 California 
21 88} 2021/'39 
1 1 479 |’40 Colorado 
4 1| 437 |'39 
19 i 1501 pes Florida 
17 1 960 |'39 
3 | 1061 |’40 Kentucky 
3 1 820 |'39 
2 1141 |’40 Louisiana 
3 | 565 |'39 
| 432 |’40 Nebraska 
1 372 |'39 
64 |°40 Nevada 
1| | $9 +39 
al 3| 2032 |'40 Ohio 
16 16} 2361/'39 
2} 1124|'40 Oklahoma 
6| 4) ‘s7il39 ine 
3] . 480 |740 Oregon 
2) 6 Beer 
95] 105| 34002|740 Total 40 States 
126} 137! 29580(|'39 for November _ 
| 2158) 1919)512593|"40 Total 
| 1424] 1909|437582|’39 to Date 
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» Holiday Cuts Week’s Production to 82,346 Units 


tile 





Total 40 Output 
Will Probably Be 


New Passenger Car Registrations 
10 Months, plus 40 States for November 


AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada) 




































wo-tone WEEKS ENDED DEC. 28, DEC. 21 ‘ Nov. to Nov. 1940 1989 Unit 
ational Jan.1  Jan.1 4,675,000 Units Date Pos. 1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. Gain 
te aaal Week Same Week Dec. to to By James L. Delshanty GHOVPOINE oc ccvsvevcce 52,743 1 745,265 1 516,275 1 228,990 
ine a ’ Ended Week Ended to Dec.30 Dec. 28 y ianeatike Editor DONE ssccessscvccssces 35,806 2 477,329 2 423,131 2 54,198 
aeeaed Dec.28 1939* Dec. 14* Date* 1939*  1940* 5 Plymouth ............ 27,468 3 392,488 3 328,954 3 68,529 
eieanedl gENERAL MOTORS a 39,550 36,761 52,146 191,918 1,528,531 2,004,895 _DETROIT.— Automotive produc- Buick TRECEEELE EEE 20,050 4 258,854 4 186,377 4 72,477 
f blacks Chevrolet? ........... 22,600 22,500 29,500 106,900 930,132 1,194,028 | tion fell off last week to 82,346 as| Pontiac .............. 17,453 5 204,308 6 136135 6 68,173 

en Uikcaksencnaner 6,750 5,556 8,503 32,035 231,221 309,020| the Christmas holiday cut produc-|Dodge ............... 11,475 7 175358 6 165,950 5 9,408 
be the Pontiac ...........-.. 4,900 4,105 6,589 24,827 170,168 246,890 tion in all plants. |Oldsmobile ........... 14,502 6 174,131 7 124,504 7 49,627 
omobile Oldsmobile ........-.. 4,100 3,800 6,029 22,406 158,504 214,358|AUTOMOTIVENEWS . Output which|Studebaker .......... 6040 9 91,517 8 74,089 8 17,428 
to the Cadillac ............. 1,200 800 1,525 5,750 38,506 40,599 has remained|Chrysler ............. 7,130 8 986124 9 59,710 9 26,414 
and ig (ARYSLER ........... 18,850 19,270 28,650 104,275 756,057 1,049,487 Production Estimate consistently|Hudson .............. 4,757 11 72,451 +10 53,151 11 19,300 
e color Plymouth ........... 10,200 9,270 14,800 58,500 381,070 543,232 above the 100,-|Mercury ............. 5,207 10 70,784 11 56663 10 14,121 

SEE -sveseeeceasens 4,500 6,200 8,100 29,000 244,238 000 mark since|Packard ............. 4207 13 66,510 12 52,987 12 18,523 
si ¢ Ohrysler ............- 2,300 2,060 3,350 12,600 72,284 Oct. 1, fell be-|De Soto .............. 4550 12 63,394 18 48,553 13 14,841 
Bik SEED so scccncveness 1,850 1,740 2400 9,175 58,465 ast low that mark|Nash ............... 3473 14 45,735 14 48,226 14 2,491* 
DF EE cossseevecesasess 11,300 20,220 26,150 85,150 857,687 week for the first|Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 3,101 15 31,757 15 30,08 15 1,672 
Se AEEEEEE cocésvevesevenss 9,700 17,650 22,700 73,600 746,887 125 time this week.|Willys ............... 1,388 16 19,378 16 12442 17 6,936 
ectionaMANOUEY ccc cescece 1,300 2,015 2,800 9,450 89,235 Last week 125,-|Lincoln .........--.-- 1,311 17 18,711 17 # 17,820 16 1,391 
ccourtH Lincoln-Zephyr ...... 300 555 650 2,100 21,565 87,24 835 units were|Graham ............. 164 18 1,690 18 3,602 18 1,912* 
ccounts STUDEBAKER? ....... 2,092 2,545 2,878 11,104 111,552 Last built, while alHupmobile .......... 42 19 175 19 ‘898 19 ‘723 
ken by HUDSON? ............- 1,054 1,048 1,322 4,818 82,161 year ago SaW/|Miscellaneous ....... 482 4,976 2,813 2,163 
1d twed ED. sossconcesss 1,500 t 2,086 7,650 76,385 87,248 vehicles —— —e 
ere Of SMASH .........000ceee 1,800 1,148 2,503 9,892 65,859 82, produced. cts ences sae 221,344 8,000,930 2,841,865 659,065 
Gs HREM voccnccss +e t ¢ 2000 1,000 28,001 THis =Total output] *Loss. 
cent of MISCELLANEOUSt 6,200 6,256 8,150 30,575 214,566 EEK of General Mo- 

. — : ——_—_——_ ———_ tors’ cars and Ti Shi t 140,025 for October and 125,849 

erence, TOTAL*............. 82,346 87,248 125,885 445,882 3,715,799 4,635,398 eee by ge ire Ipmen Ss for, November, 1939. a aan 
th 24.4 *Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 39,550 by AvuTo- In Nov. Are 7% as on aera tage Seto = _ 2 


y, hav~ genney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, 
ly and {pternational, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. 


510,973 Vehicles are Built 


mould- 
‘ent of 


MOTIVE NEWS. 
This compared 
with 52,146 units 
built in the 


Under October 


NEW YORK.—Automotive pneu- 


percent under November, 1939. 





1 com- 3 
8 < previous week and 36,761 vehicles | matic casing shipments during 
ey ‘and * assembled in the same week of|November were 7.6 percent less y, pan 465A 
ted by I nu N Ov tn } s . an ada 1939. ; _ {than October shipments according 

” ” "? Chrysler divisions cut production |to statistics released recently by 


Special to Automotive News 


of both cars and trucks reached 


to 18,850 units last week. In the 
previous week Chrysler production 


Rubber Manufacturers Assn. 
November casing shipments to- 


</WODACK USES 


nes WASHINGTON. — Factory sales 4,185,407 units, a good increase : d trucks and in ‘ 
enemy ia Sova fr |aver the “Saad frat farther ua tS cae eta, te 
ee ae ae | ae pereed © Bees See. 19,270 units were turned out. tober and 4,278,321 units shipped in NICKEL STEEL IN “DO-ALL”’ 


ntment 973 units, compared with 514,374 in 
il pur- October and with 368,541 in No- 
tors of yember a year ago, it is shown 


ie late 
ounced 
-presi- 


> new 


in the Census Bureau compilation 
which became available last week. 
Canadian production for Novem- 
ber aggregated 23,621 passenger 
cars and trucks against 21,151 in 


Of the 487,352 U. S. factory sales 
in November, 1940, 407,091 were 
passenger cars and 80,261 were 
commercial vehicles. Of the pas- 
senger car sales, 11,231 were ac- 
counted for by foreign markets. 
The corresponding figure in the 
truck field is 12,038. The remainder 


Ford schedules were also cut 
and total for all plants was set at 
11,300 vehicles which contrasted 
with 26,150 units built in the pre- 
vious week and 20,220 cars and 
trucks built in the same week of 
1939. Ford main plants produced 
only two days last week. 


November, 1939. 

Original equipment shipments 
amounted to 2,437,692 units. This 
represents a 5 percent increase 
over the October figure of 2,322,313 
units, and 31.5 percent above No- 
vember, 1939 shipments of 1,854,391 
units. 





Nickel alloy steel forgings provide 
strength and stamina for the 
powerful “Do-All” electric ham- 
mers used in heavy drilling on con- 
struction jobs. The “Do-All” is one 
of six types of compact electric 


native October and 16,756 in November,| were sold domestically. T . h ad 

; ; . he independents also followed ammers made by the Wodack 
id. His 1939. Total Canadian production for|tnhe trend . and cut  production| November replacement shipments | Electric Tool Corporation. To with- 
S with For the first 11 months of 1940,/ the 11 months amounted to 199,620; | <chedules. Some plants planned to |°f 2,576,816 units were 16.8 percent|stand their normal rough usage, 


' York 





U. S. and Canadian factory sales 


Plant Activity 


(Week Ended Dec. 28) 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 


98,473 passenger cars and 101,147 
trucks. Of the 23,621 total for No- 
vember, 10,814 were passenger cars 
and 12,807 were trucks. War con- 
ditions in Canada are portrayed in 


work four-day weeks, while others 
planned to cut down to 3% days. 

With but two days left to pro- 
duce in the year AUTOMOTIVE NEws 
sets total 1940 production at ap- 





less than the October replacement 
shipments of 3,098,371 units but 
12.1 percent above the November, 
1939 replacement shipments of 
2,298,081 units. 


these electric hammers must be 
light in weight and small in size 
to simplify the operator’s work. 
Selecting Nickel steel forgings, 
Wodack found that, in addition to 














































































































the large and steadily growing : ] : ; their great strength and end | 
ieee working on Army cars , : proximately 4,675,000 cars andj| Exports of pneumatic casings ur- 
Unit Buick down: So awd days truck production, which rose from|trycks produced in the United|were 122,236 which compares with | ance, Nickel steel forgings also re- | 
Gain ‘etait dala down: 1200. four days — el January, 1940, to 12,807 in States and Canada. This compares Og Te ee duce production costs. These sav- j 
Cadillac..... > 1,200, ovember. : ings are realize 
19,504 Chevrolet...down; 22,600, four days Seoncaeieiaabidiiadesiiie with 3,732,608 produced in 1939.) Rubber Makers Release saiaeiane in = perc ng fewer 
29,908 Chrysler... down; 2300, four days Present production schedules call “ ae i je en flaws and | 
11,100 De Soto down: 1850, four days| Ingwersen, Wortley for continued high output through| Static Electricity Bulletin _ — Pp in machining. 
eeeee , ’ ’ . - j 
3,683 Dodge...... down; 4,500, three days Promoted at Armco |J#"¥2"y and February, according) NEW YORK.—A service bulletin|j, made of Nickel ate, SAW aoan, 
6.781 F : to the latest estimates. ing static electrici b s made of Nickel steel, SAE 2345, | 
, Mss 0 6663 2 down; 11,000, two days covering static electricity has been hardened 
761 , MIDDLETOWN, O.—Two promo- <ceeeaEeateRsSeeaEmaenee : rdened to about 340 Brinell. | 
SG éivsccessesnacsenshaes closed ti ie 1 divisi f prepared by the service managers|Nicke] steel, SAE 2315, is also | 
861 Hudson...... down; 1,054, four days ions B in e sales 5 ivision oO Ford Produces Books committee of Rubber Assn.’s tire : , ; 
1,957 Lincoln........ down; 300, two days| American Rolling Mill Co. were manufacturers division. —— SS Poe 
1,066 Nash % , 4% announced recently. DEARBORN. — Many unusual items , y ers, cams and — 
’ ea down; 1,800, 4% days are produced every day in Ford’s It endeavors to remind tire cam rid i 
734 Oldsmobile..down; 4,100, four days| J. A. Ingwersen has been named | Rouge plant, but perhaps one of the | dealers and users that not all cases — 
143* p : 1 f heet d ip | least known and least expected items : ae : 
ackard...... down; 1,500, 3% days| manager of the sheet and strip | or ouch of static electricity in automobiles 
198 3 ae F. E. Wortl of such a huge mass production fac- yu . 
Plymouth. .down; 10,200, four days| sales division and F. E. ortley |tory, is a school textbook. Ordinarily | are traceable to the t ment. INTERNATIONAL 
148* ; , ses oes ‘ . y e tire equipment, 
Pontiac...... down; 4,900, four days| has been promoted to the position | the school print shop turns out 20,000] although no attempt is made to 
147* Studebak Bere cs f id st ] texts a year but for 1940 the number 8 ” NICKEL COMPANY 
ebaker...down; 2,092, 3% days|of manager of midwestern sales, | , 7 : de the f 
919* Will. ; ’ aig peel will reach 50,000 due to increased sales |¢Vade the fact that in some cases 
pon BNE race oes orn <Sahamevcke’ closed ' succeeding Ingwersen. to schools in all parts of the world. this may be true. INC. New York, N.Y. 
325* ° e 
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Highspot News During the Past Twelve Months 


Automotive News Headlines | 
Tell of Progress During °40 My First Sale 











‘Quick Service’ 
Plan Given to 





o 

(Continued from Page 1) | ca LAWTON, 41 years “When I started teaching Pontiac Dealers 

ists and then use i in the automobile industry, people to drive I adopted a 
road purposes . a ‘tn oe 1940 "Chevrolet, ‘ra off Pvggoesd now president of the Lawton- method of my own,” he said. tests i. ak a & 
a $500,000 loan from the RFC .. .| duction line Hudson leads the | Hevessy Co, “Putting ‘the person at the |/two dealerships, Pontiac is now 
Packard gets a Navy contract for | 1941 model parade Cer a al : Boston, dis - wheel and showing how to releasing to all its dender fi il in. 
$2,000,000 worth of marine engines | will market Crosle ‘Ss : Jul a ios tributors for start the motor, I said just formation on a new “Qui k S >. 
ee ae dealers veto Patman/! equal June a. a ‘Aoteeere Peunsath — i eae, ae poy ao ice” parts plan designed ‘to speed 

, ; , re- cou : 
Evasone _ einiininled emeialixes ss is released. calls readily wander along the right or left in aoa ae eer 
oes AUGUST — First-half sales hit — eee = Se eee ee Say heouell -_ 

APRIL — March sales top 400,-| 2,105,982 units... Industrial activ cars he sold. one bothering you. By letting Sak ake sane “ae ore 
000 units Graham hip h ity and employment is b ing in ee See ee ee ee “Quick Service” Tae tae ellen 
aie ships the ployment is booming in gan his mo- wherever they wished to go Quick Service” parts plan follows 
first models of its 1940 Senior line| Canada . . . Automotive shares tor career in they got some confidence. || l0sely actual factory practice by 


. Edsel Ford says a $500 car| rise on the news that output is A : providing needed parts at the 
is possible but that the American|expected to remain normal nk pean hap senas tamafid to Melk, aes point of use. The system incor- 
people won’t buy them ... Motor| throughout 1940 . . . Goodrich re- ~~ lad, he was on a hill, etc. After an hour porates the use of small cabinets 
exports to foreign countries dip as| leases a synthetic rubber tire . . ra ™ employed at touring Concord the car went oo hess parts used on the most 
embargoes are put on automobiles| Lincoln-Zephyr advertising account the Franklin in its early days back to the home and I walked popular maintenance jobs, these 
by receiving countries . . . GM’s| g0es to Maxon’s .. . Production In 1906 he moved to Boston back to the station and waited cabinets forming a section of the 
first quarter sales smash all-time| dips to 12,360 for lowest week in and took over the Franklin sometimes an hour or two for a Senne 
records for the company .. . CIO; year . . . S. E. Skinner succeeds franchise for that section of a train. The plan is easy to operate and 
wins sweeping victory over AFL|C. L. McCuen as head of Oldsmo- New England. He hired quart- “Then back to Boston and easy to control and in tests has 
in GM elections . . . Rhode Island | bile; McCuen now GM vice-presi- ers on Boylston St. that was a horse car to my salesrooms increased efficiency of mechanics 
votes to license all automobile| dent in charge of engineering... . becoming an overflow section So it really meant killing most || CO™Siderably. 

manufacturers doing business in| Charles D. Hastings, industry pio- from automobile row on Co- of the day. That job lasted The plan eliminates the ne- 
the state . . . Ford Good Driver’s| neer, is dead at 81. . . Chrysler lumbus Ave. about two weeks. However, it || Cessity of the mechanic having to 
League offers $30,000 to United|and General Motors are being His first car, sold to a pub- was not wasted effort because || 8° to the parts department for an 
States boys . . . E. S. Chapman is| sought as potential cannon makers lic utility executive, was made ‘the lady was very intelligent item used on the job he is perform- 
named to head Plymouth produc-|- - - $53,000,000 United States Army easily and the owner had no and patriotic. She would stop ing, it relieves congestion at the 
tion .. . N. K. vanDerZee is named| tank order goes to Chrysler . . difficulty teaching him to before various places made _ || Parts counter and helps improve 
eastern manager for Hudson Sales. | Ford Motor signs to build 4,000 drive. But with the second one, famous in the Revolutionary efficiency of the service depart- 

* * * Pratt & Whitney airplane engines it was entirely different. The War and by literary persons. ment. 

MAY — Ford announces that|:.: : 2dwin J. Thomas will head owner insisted that Lawton “My service station — so The advantages claimed for the 
it will exhibit at the New York | Goodyear ... Walter P. Chrysler should teach the wife to drive. | called — was over in Roxbury plan by Marshall are: To the me- 
show for the first time... F. J.| dies - . . Dodge and De Soto will So each day Lawton used to and every time I started for chanic—1. He makes less trips to 
Haynes, industry pioneer, dies . . .| er fluid drive on 1941 models.|| take a train for Concord, there I got lost and for some || the parts department. 2. He is not 
General Motors’ earnings in the ; Mass., after he had looked over months would go around in delayed waiting for parts. 3. As a 
first quarter are highest since 1928 SEPTEMBER — K. T. Keller is any mail — if there was any, circles to try to find it. Rent result of this, he can turn out more 

. . Hupmobile starts production named chief executive of Chrysler usually none at all except some was too high near the sales- work. 

Corp. - . Canadian dealers see 


of its new Skylark models . ' r circulars from the factory — room, since that street was To the dealer—1. . 
April sales hit. 400,000 units . _ _| 800d 1941 sales despite taxes . and land at his destination. practically all homes of through the ‘neh = 


U. S. to speed construction of new Th he had t 1 i i 
Charles Y. Knight, of sleeve-valve : en he ha o walk more wealthy Bostonians, who re- congestion at th t 
fame, dies at 7 . . . Twenty pas- an ae eee coe 2a toe than half a mile to the wom- sented the intruding auto ea iden. —e 
senger cars and nine trucks will ao a attle y a Ps —— an’s home. ‘trades people.’” To the owner—1. Car is serviced 
exhibit at the New York show... co. a better. 2. Better work due to ac- 


; A igns as president of General oy eas ; 

Steel operations climbed to 53 per- Mo : : : cessibility of needed parts and skill 
otors to take over full time|after election ... New plants will a 

assemble the automobile makers’ ] 204 Us ed Cars B P oa gutter te ies Lower 


ae eee a eee — as defense commissioner .. . : ‘ Weed ee 
age te ngress set to turn CCC into/|plane parts ... Ford to establish ; : . 
as ~_ war bewilders Wall Street| + aining of mechanics .. .Sales of|@ Naval training school at the Sold In November Pontiac service department _ is 
-..° Ford surplus as a result o new models exceed best hopes .. . Rouge plant . .. Rules are ap- . - ee a now program Sor 
1989 = - pgp War fails to dent automotive | proved for the 1941 Gilmore run In San Antonio oun e an om 7 2S ll 
ce ease ngton says at war! stocks appreciably ... LaSalle will . . U. S. ponders action to end M La bri oe ae 7 
orders won’t stop 1941 models. be dropped from the GM line and| barriers hampering defense . . . SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales | “Ore ubrications month in 
* * * CIO-AFL peace hopes buoyed as|in November, as reported by San which Pontiac dealers’ aim will be 
Murray succeeds Lewis... Dealers| Antonio Automobile Trade Assn., increasing lubrication customers 25 
suggest makers hold part of deal-| continued good, although not quite percent through promotion of the 


. |@ new low-priced Cadillac will re- 
JUNE — W. S. Knudsen, presi-| place it . . . Willys names its 
5 : : lubrication plan book. 
ers profits in a special ve, | reaching the mark of October when ; sees 
- — - pied 1,284 cars were sold for a unit| February will be “Major Re- 


dent of General Motors, will head} 4941 line the “Americar.” 
turnover of 110 percent. pairs” month and March will be 


the National Defense Commission * * ® 
DECEMBER — November sales| “tne November report shows 1,-| designated as “Low Cost Main- 


board ... Wilbur Shaw wins the CTOBER — : 
Indianapolis 500-mile classic; his wae ae , “on™ see 
reach 375,000 to set new record tenance” month 
.. |234 cars on hand at the start of ° 
for month . . . S. W. Munroe is/the month with sales totaling 1,-|-———— 


average speed is 114 miles an hour | .ix ig que after Jan. 1... The 
‘hs een ee eee ene draft is seen as no sales deterrent 
. .. New Chrysler engineering | } - Sales record aow highs a named general sales manager of 279 units for a turnover of 104 per- , 

i il é 6. World New Pennsylvania Turnpike is|Chrysler division . . . Nebraska cent. There were 1,322 cars on hand D t d \W d 
buildings will open June 6. World| pened for traffic . . . Ford loses|sidetracks loan bill claimed to| + ¢, aT ak dies Giaeae rinte oras 
registrations of motor vehicles hit} N7TRB case but “free speech” is|favor banks . . . Carriers and a aon os pia He os te eal 
45,422,411, a new high . . . Auto- upheld . . . Chrysler sets 1941 sales| railways battle over U. S. truck : 
motive exports decline 29 percent goal at 150,000 units . . . Auto-|regulation . . . U. S.-made cars 

are barred from Canadian market 
by a completely prohibitive tariff 








Defense Empl 
for a turnover of 110 percent and DETROIT_A booklet. —— Em- 
an average value of $303. There| ployment and Training for Employ- 


were 1,234 cars on hand at the end|™ent."’ has been issued by the office 


in April as the war cuts shipments| mobile manufacturers pledge full 
a of government reports, executive office 


. U. S. automotive exports hit! gefense aid and: offer to forego 





as Italy enters the war... Ford| new models for 1942 to speed up Finance men map war on oa — having an average of the President of ‘the U. S. and 
confers with Knudsen on mass - d t bil lub i d value of $365. urnishes in ormation on opportunities 
. the defense program .. . Attend-| bank and automobile club inroads| pring November, 1939, there| for employment and training in occu- 
plane output . .. First half year| ance and sales record new highs|. . . Fears of car steel shortage g : ‘ -, | pations vital to national defense. 
: 30.000 units. . es ; were 1,095 cars sold for a unit ee. 
production totals 2,530, un! in almost all shows held through-| held unjustified . . . Midget cars|typnover of 96 percent, and an Be Cute af Wine 
77 _ |out the country . . . Half billion for the Army will be produced by average value of $283. There were| NEWARK, N. J.—‘In Case of Fire” 
JULY — Canada puts a drastic} dollars in plane orders is due the zene. aa ae — ‘ avt| 1112 cars on hand at the end of pouiet. pease ty Ctnewe ie 
; ; ; n u a 7 uipment Co., describes the uses o 
tax on new cars tee U. S. raises automobile industry . . . Chicago hrys wy - O son or pacts | the month having an average value atone dioxide for fre extinguishment 
taxes on trucks, tires and gasoline | exhibits Army vehicles at its show.| with UAW-CIO clear automotive | 4¢ $351. and shows a complete line of hand and 
June retail sales exceed May a picture . . . 1,000,000th 1940 Chrys- aa wheeled type extinguishers, hose sys- 
ee opie ler unit is produced . . . General ° tems, recharging equipment, sales and 
Packard plans normal car produc- NOVEMBER — 386,000 persons produc {ir Hose Water Drain Sea! eae 
tion along with its order for 9,000| jam Chicago car show Alfred | Motors sales hit highest November P= Be — <a peamenianl aebhen ee es ed 
y yee , : E aa : pyre " | aa 
Rolls-Royce airplane engines . . .| P. Sloan forecasts good business | \” firm's history . . . National) = for use im compressed air lines, Molybdenum Steel 
Ww d d trictions are|for the next two years Dodge | 48sn. of Sales Finance Companies] <3iq to be simple in _ construction, NEW YORK.—‘‘Molybdenum-Funda- 
ee eS es ’ © ‘ae ©~\disbands leaving only American| positive i ction, and thoroughly | mental Effects in Steel” is the title of 
reported to have killed Germany’s| starts production on a new large | G!SPancs & y positive in action, and. gh aoe acaeeek eae 
epo Finance Conference in the field| trouble-free in operation, is now being | 2, New bookie’ ava able from Climax 
car market ... Nash expands its| order for Army trucks . . . Octo- marketed by DeVilbiss Co. Molybdenum Co. The contents consist 


Henry Luce, editor of Life 
magazine, to address National Au- 
tomobile Dealers Assn. Jan. 20-23 
... Third highest production year 
(4,675,000 cars and trucks) in auto- 
mobile industry is recorded. 


of a detailed discussion of the effects 
< ee aaa on the basic properties 
of steel. 


plant facilities to make way for| ber production of 514,374 units sets 
production of a new low-priced|a new high for the month 
ear ... U. S. defense needs call!Motor shares hit fast market rise 


* *- 


Flexare Welders 
EAST PITTSBURGH, Pa.—A new 12- 
nage illustrated booklet giving valuable 
facts about Flexare welders and their 
operation is announced by Westing- 
house Electric and Mfg. Co. 


Cutting Tool Booklet 





-|Wants to Equip Cars 











With Turn Indicators 
DETROIT.—What 7. probably one 
NY . Y-All new pas- of the smallest comprehensive instruc- 
ALBANY, N ld b u " . ; t tion manuals for the use of cutting 
senger cars wou d be require oO tools has been developed by Carboloy 
carry left and right turn indicators Co. It contains information essential 
under terms of a bill to be intro- to the wae and care of standard Car- 
duced in the forthcoming session boloy tools. eee ot 
of the New York legislature, con- Engine Performance 
vening here in January. | WAUPUN, Wis. — A new hook en- 
sc "mM: Xe > Pars titled ‘‘Engine erformance,’’ which 
Assemblyman George B. Parsons dealers extensively with lubrication, 
also has announced that he plans | maintenance and “tune-up” problems 
introduce a bill requiring trucks |of modern gasoline and diesel engines 
. gn ill rear See oP such has been comptes by ~ een in 
se - aS , | staff of Shaler Co. for distribution in 
AUTHORITIES in the art and automotive fields took part in judging the | distance from the ground that | | the automotive field. 
hundreds of entries submitted by Chevrolet dealers in the annual accessories : ioht oc a ‘contact with | ah ‘ . fflering dealers an xe 'S 
window display contest conducted by that division’s parts and accessories mer-|they might come In contac _ eee eal I of its full flow Oil Co.’s Reply 
? a : . i y . " <= acca > are lee 2 4 y » - ’ es 7 2 
chandising department just before Christmas. Left to right, W. E. Holler, bumpers of passenger cars. | ¢ oe = ae a oe NEW YORK. Standard Oil (N.J.) 
Chevrolet general sales manager; Rete Womnes. eon —— a. ; castration purposes. The model shows | has published a book ‘‘The Reply to 
y , - >» i “ce, Genera ote : " a ' ee A . ampanies re 
mowes hh Ta aaa dit eo er. bela: oO. Walesby, auto- | Automotive News’ Almanac, published | how the cleaner operates and how | Mexico it is one oil cc meperce reply 
eee comes ” Detr oan. alee Davidson, art director Campbell-Ewald fonce a year, is considered THE refer- oSisloutty it anne owees deep = _ to ihe ,seemicon pane TO rue 
mobile editor, Metron | oe . on. ‘ene ’ ; ‘ ‘ lance book wherever automotive infor-| for better oil mileage and longer | Facts Abo eee a 
Co., Chevrolet advertising agency; Camille Ivice, of General Motors, and J. Gc. jones oe were i notive fag sg | Bartéompanies’ Properties in Mexico. 


Weed, editor, Automotive Service. 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and A D V E rR T [ S E D Cleveland—Plain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit 
Dallas — News; 


1937 used cars, as advertised in local newspapers. = ® — News; Chicago — Herald-American; 
SEDAN prices only used in this comparison. News- Used Car Selling Prices New Orleans — Picayune, States; Kansas City — Star; 
papers cooperating include: Boston—Globe; New York Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver—Post; Los Angeles 























—Times, Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; For Week Ending December 15 —Times; San Francisco—Examiner. 
deen a ead nnn (Copyright 1940—Automotive News) RR RR LR 
MAKE Boston New York Phila. Cleveland Ind’polis Detroit Chicago New Orleans Dallas Kansas City Minn. Denver Los Angeles San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
——— sal GO8. 9081 SER. GOR] GOR. @881 9G. 981 990~»68— 1 SSR. Ge] 9a8. Ges] os)~«~SC«ikSS*=<C«<Ci‘i 28) Ct 8S) «98O= 9061 O68- 678) Gee- 958 
Buick Series 40 40] 895- 765| 795- 765| 795- 695| 795- 775| 770 | 775- 599| 795- 695| 975 | 895 | 895- 795| 685 | 845 | 799- 795| 945- 875| 832- 751 
‘s9] 6 695- 495 | 645- 560| 645- 465 | 695- 545 | 675- 575 | 595- 444| 595- 525| 695- 575| 645- 490| 695- 520| | 595- 545| 6 645- 545| 695- 54 695- 95- 545 | 795- 715 | 665- 539 
— 88] 575- 460| 545- 495| 545- 445| 495- 425| 525- 495| 495- 360| 495- 385| 495 | 525- 425| 495- 859| 495- 460| | 495- 480| 675 | B27- 485 


=a 87] 450- 325 | 445- 395| 395- 295| 445- 345| 445- 345| 466- 275| 395- 219| 298- 275| 379 | 395- 268| 479- 350| 345- 295| 475- 365| 550- 495| 425- 326 
















































































Cadillac 60 Special "4041475 | | | | | | | | | | 1565 | | | | 1520-1520 
— 894 1050- 875 | 1045 | 1095- 875 | | | 1088 | | 1350 | | | | 1295-1200 | 1295 | 1174- 983 
33] 865 | 545 | | | 745 | 898 | l | 895 | 775 | 795 | 1065- 865 | | 862- 705 
‘87 545- 195) | 545 | 495 | 475 | 395- 295| 395 | 395 | ] | | 565 l | 476- 395 
Chevrolet Master 40] 590- 495 | 595- 465| 565- 525| | 645 | 549- 545| 595- 495| 650 | 695- 595| 595- 505| 579 | 595 —_—s|_ 695- 585| 745- 695| G622- 545 
os "894 545- a 495- 395| 495- 385| 495- 435| 495- 465| 459- 325| 475- 395| 555- 445| 545- 465| 525- 445| 575- 445 | | 480- 466| 595- 445 | 625- 548| 526- 429 
88] 379- 265 | 365- 295| 425 7: 395- 365| 339- 225| 450- 345| 425- $75 | | 445- 875| 479- 395| 425- 340| 445- 398| 445 | 418- 338 
874 339- | 295 | 275 | | $45- 295| 315- 275| 289- 165| 335- 195| 345- 245| 329 | 395- 290| 365- 279| 345 | $95- 328| 445- 345| 342- 264 
Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 725- 525| 625- 475 | | 685- 565| 645 | 595- 525| 595- 495 | | 699- 595| 595- 545| 725- 645| 675- 575| 695- 635| 745- 695| 663- 570 
399 565- 465) 550- 365| 495- 435 | 550- 425| 485 | 490- 375 | 465- 425| 595 | 495- 365| 549- 495| 565- 457| 495 | 645- 490| 645- 560| 542- 441 
"884 405- 335| 295 —_—|_-395- 285| 425- 395| 445- 395| 388- 295| 395 l | 425- 895| 430- 425| 425- 379| 440- 395| 495- 385| 545- 450| 423- 376 
87) 349- 275 | 359- 245| 295- 270| 275 $25- 219| 345 | 375 395- 287| 319- 295| 374 | 399- 340| 465- 375| 356- 288 
Chrysler Royal 40] 845- 695 | 789- 625| 745- 695| 765 | | 669- 650 | | | | 725 | | | 775- 765 | | 759- 686 
899 695- 460 | 579 | 585- 485| 675- 495| 595 | 545- 495] 695- 495| 695 | | 525 | 675 | 695 | 695- 599 | | 638- 505 
38] 495-455; | 475- 425| 295 | 425 | $75- 275| 445- 385 | | 495- 398] 495- 395 | | 575 | 458- 388 
874 395- 245 | 365- 295| 375- 325 $29- 197| 375- 195| 445- 250| 375- 285] 400- 385| 315- 295| 445- 225| 425- 395| 395 |_387- 281 
De Soto 40] 775- 695| 749- 569| 795- 545| 745 | | 599 | 685- 645 | | 695 | | | | 795- 710| 975 | 757- 633 
"894 575 l | 595- a = 475| 675- 595| 497- 440| 585 l | 595 | 645- 575| 650 | | 625 | 725- 695| 621- 537 
88] 485 | 495- 297 | | 545- 495| 395- 389| 445- 325] | 375 | 395- 375 | | 495- 400| 575- 545| 453- 404 
87] 395- 375| 345- 295| 335 | ae: 245| Bi5- 275| 295- 249| 295- 245] 345 l | 3 | 339- 275| 395- 295 | 375- 325) 475- 245| 359- 282° 
Dodge 40] 745- 725| 725- 625| 750- 645| 695- 675| 675 | 625- 589] 750- 565| 795 | 745- 660 | — et | | 735 | 895 | 746- 632 
89] 595- 520| 569- 475| 575- 400| 595- 495| 545 | 525- 419| 545- 445| 645- 460| 595- 475| 625- 545| 595- 525| 595 | 585 | 745- 695| 595- 495 
"$8 475- 325| 465- 325| 445- 395| 525- 425| ——=—si|:‘SO7- 845| 445- 345| 375 | s*|«495- 879] 495- 419| 485- 389) 545- 449| 585- 485| 478- 389 
'372]_ 435- 239 | 335- 195| 385- 275| 395- 275| 295 | 395- 275| 295 | 329- 198| 345- 215| 325 | 285s | 895-285) 875- 295| 395- 269| 425- 295| 495- 395| $72- 266 
Ford V-8 “85” "404 635- 4135 | 595- 495| 565- 475 | | 575 | 560- 495| 565- 475| 565 | 695 | 689- 495| 585 | 570 | | 695- 687| 608- 508 
989 485- 325| 475- 415| 425- 395| 495- 875] 375 | 459- 359| 525- 365| 495- 385| 545 | 525- 447| 465- 445| 445- 425 | | 587- 495| 481- 398 
"88] 385- 250| 375- 350| 365 | 295 | 8835- 275| 300- 245| 395- 245| 395- 295| 425 | 475- 315| 425 | 447 | 395- 365| 475- 368| 392- 301 






37] 295- 150| 250 






































































































































Ford V-8 Deluxe 40] 645- 515| 599- 495 | | 695- 545| 625 | 579- 490| 595- 565| 735 | 589 | 595 | 647- 639| 645- 575| 695- 595| 692- 648| 641- 563 
*89] 525- 395| 425 | | 515- 475| 475- 375| 475- 349| 475- 465| 473- 375 | 495- 465 | | 525 | 579- 495| 595- 545| 505- 438 

88] 425- 275| 325 | 375 | 364- 217] 425 | 345 | | 425- $75| 425- $75| 395- 385| 495- $75| 545- 410| 411- 344 
"S74 295- 225| 165 | | 275- 245| 345 | 225- 170| 295 | a } | 348- 285| 365- 325| 395- 265| 395 | 309- 252 
Hudson Six 40] | 565 | 675- 495 | | | 595- 465 | | 695 | 745 | 565 | | | | 795 | 662- 480 
seit (112) 39] 565 | 625- 447| 445 l | 395 | 465- 435 | | 565 | 585 | 525- 495 | | 495- 489| 695- 575| 536- 488 
38] 535 l | 445- 365 | | $49- 345| 325- 295| 395- 295 | | 335 | 385- 365] 365 | 475- 425| 404- 348 
(Terraplane) ‘37] 375- 245| | 265 | | | 259- 200| 275 | 375- 153 | | 345- 295| 250 | 353- 242 | | $25- 265| 286- 283 
Lincoln-Zephyr "404 1195- 775 | 1250- 875| 945 | 1125-1095 | | 925- 845| 895 < | | 99 | 995 |  +|  |1100- 995] 995 | 1042- 917 
89] 795- 690| 745- 547| 695- 565| 695 | 595 | 645- 595| 995- 695 | a | 725- 565| 895- 695| 895- 680| 850- 795| 778- 647 
384 195 | 525 | 545- 365| 545 | | 495- 389| 495- 395| 495 | 625 | 595 | 645- 510| 650- 645| 556- 461 
"87 345- 295| 295- 275| | 495- 345| 425- $25| 325- 249| 345- 245| $95- 325] | | 360 | 465- 365| 495- 360| 394- 309 
SS 
Mercury 40] 725- 675| 845- 550| | 795- 695| 795 | 725- 689| 775- 645| 875 | 795 | 825- 695| 729- 650| 995 | 795- 695| 895- 825| 813- 674 
*89] 625- 545| 595- 545| 595- 525| 595 | 595- 525| 545- 399| 565- 525] | 595 | 629- 545| 675- 445| 695- 595| 695- 625| 617- 527 
Nash Ambassador Six _—°404 | 695- 625 | | | | 785- 545| 595 | | | 635 | | | | 677- 585 
eee "80] 795- 545| 595- 465 | | | 485- 450| 595- 475] l | 495 | | fl | | 593- 484 
"884 445 | 465- 425| 445 | | |_ 397 |_375- 365 | | | 495- 425 | |_ 525 | | | 449- 405 
"87 345 | $45- 295] | | | | $45- 245| 345 l | 295 | | 375 | 375 | 385 | 308- 270 
Olds Six (60) ’40] 675- 600| 667- 595| 685 | | | 695- 575| 695- 595| 795 |_ 875 | 750- 650 | | 635 | 695 | 850 | 729- 603 
“~ *39) 625- 450| 595- 570| 595- 495| 495 | 645- 575| 525- 439| 575- 465| 595- 495| 595- 495| 625- 482| 495- 485| 595- 515| 595- 535| 725- 505| 588- 503 
88] 495-395 | | 345 | 495 | | 389 | 465- 375| 475 | 425 | 485- 445] 450 | | 465- 369| 600- 495| 463- 416 
37] 395- 245 | | $95- 285| 395- 295| 395- 335| 325- 229] 365- 245| 345- 345| 295 | 445- 249| 395- 375| 425- 375| 395- 275| 495- $95| 889- 304 
Packard Six 40] 795- 695| 795 | 695 | 725 | | 765- 575| 745 | | 895- 785| 795 | 765 | 895- 745| 995- 760| 806- 712 
a 39] 675-575) | 629 | | 595- 495| 545 l | 525 | 649- 550 | | | 825 | 635- 540 
88] 495- 385| 475- 375| 495- 435| 545- 350| | 495- 845| 465- 395 | | | 480 | 575- 445| 525- 495| 545- 475| 650 | 522- 411 
87] 295 | 475- 445| | 395- 295 | | 395- 365| 295 | 375- $25| 395 | 395 | 395- 375 | | 525- 445| 525- 479| 406- 390 
Plymouth "404 525 |_575- 449| 565- 495| 645- 575| 635- 525| 575- 450| 635- 525| 695 _—|_ 665 |_ 625- 575| 595 | | | _750- 675| 624- 534 
seniccni 89) 550- 425) 495- 325| 475- 395| 515- 465| 495- 475| 445- 395| 535- 350| 595- 395| 495- 395| 515- 390| 529- 445| 525- 449| 485 | 675- 525| 528- 418 
$8] 450- 285| 300- 227| 395 | 395- 365| 450- 295| 365- 275| 465- 295| 395- 365 | | 395- 365| 399- 375| 395 | 385 | 450- 395| 403- 324 
87] 349- 275| 275- 151| 325- 245| 365- 325| | 267- 179| 345- 245| 345- 289| 295 | 395- 250] 245 | 345 | 845- 295| 445- 295| 384- 256 
sss 
Plymouth Deluxe 404) 695-585 | 795 | 645 | G45- 525] 675 | 5A5- 519| 650- 595| || | 8S GES] | 699- 595| 775- 625| 681- 587 
39] 545- 445| 527- 395| 495- 445| 575- 495| 550- 495| 450- 345] 545- 395| 645- 375| 425 | 525 | 595- 395| 450- 445| 585- 485| 645- 570| 540- 440 
88] 395- 325| 328 | 395- 365| 445 | 435- 395| 375- 295| 295 l l | 375 | 389- 385| 395- 379| 495- 395| 545- 465| 405- 375 
87] 339- 275 | | 358- 295] 3$45- 235| 395 | 269- 249| 325- 195| 325 l | $50- 175| 375- 295| 345- 235| 345- 250| 475- 395| 854- 260° 
————E—E = | waa aa) —_—_eeorOoo————— sane ee) ome eke | WwW 
Pontiac Six 40] 750- 650| 725 | 635 | 695 | 795 | 695- 5IT| G95- 645| S| 685 | 695 | |_ 695 |_729- 695 | 845- 750| 720- 663 
80] 599- 465| 595- 465| 625- 435| _ ae 495 | 495- 425] 575- 485| 565 | 595- 525| 595- 525| 579- 475| 575- 515| 500 | 695- 635 | 576- 495 
a 495- 395| | «495 | 4 | | 435 | 425- 345| 375 | | 495- 425| 395- 347| 445- 398| 495- 385| 495- 485| 454- 397 
$7 385- 325 | 395- 345 | l me 345 | 395- 345| 365- 280| 335- 295| 395 l | 425- 365| 385- 350| 385- 269| 485- 345| 430- 358| 396- $29 

Studebaker Champion _“40] 525 __—| oo | | CCC CC*|C«C8G = 565} GTS | 575-475) | | 8S - 650] 695 | G26- 56S 
39] | 527 | 485- 473 | | 475 | | 465 | 465- 445 | | | | 585 | 568 | 510- 459 
Studebaker Commander 40] 795- 725| | 745-675) Ss a ee ee | 875- 695| 825 | 807- 698 
89] 550- 530) | 545- 465 | | 575 fae: | | 525- 495 | | 545 | 685 | 695- 645| 571- 584 
7 -465- 395 | 395 | 425- 385 | | 545 | = | ‘| 585- 425 | | 505 #+| | 486- 402 
| 235 l | se | 395- 345| 495- 319| 415- 365| 363- 205, 
— “401 | 495 | 495- 445 | __ | 585- 465 | , Ey | 495- 445 | | 545 | 495 | | 518- 428 
are FE rie $25| ome |_ 245 | 4500 | to | 345 ——|:-899 | 465 «|: 846- 825 
per = 38] — 227- 195 ee 235 — | a Fe ake be | | 245 | r | 855 | 265- 195 
225 If 165- 115| 195 5| ] | 195- 185| 225- 219| 225 | ~+195- 150| 275- 195| 207- 167. 











National Average, All Makes, Dec. 15—$550-$466 
National Average, All Makes, Dec. 8—$548-$473 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by AutTomotivs News as a copyrighted feature. 
This is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car prices in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma City and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week 
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Buffalo Reports 
Nov. Sales Up 27% 
Over Last Year 


BUFFALO.— New car registra- 
tions in Erie county during No- 
vember mounted 27 percent over 
the corresponding month a year 
ago, Buffalo Automotive Trade 
Assn. reported. November registra- 
tions totaled 2,527 compared with 
1,982 in November, 1939. 

November registrations fell off 
slightly, however, from the 2,678 
total of October and the percent- 
age gain over the 1939 month was 
lower. 

Registrations of new cars in 
Erie county during the first 11 
months of 1940 recorded a 29 per- 
cent gain over the corresponding 
period of 1939. It was indicated 
that 1940 will go down as one of 
the best sales years in the history 
of the industry in this area. 

Used car stocks are reported in 
fairly good condition here al- 
though used cars have not been 
moving as fast as the new models 
and some dealers report congested 
condition. This situation is ex- 
pected to be corrected after the 
first of the year, however. 

Consumer purchasing power in 
this area is mounting sharply as 
the national defense program gets 
into swing and many of these 
added dollars are going into the 
purchase of new automobiles. Mili- 
tary conscription as yet has had no 
apparent effect on curtailing new 
car sales in this district. 


1,000 Mile Race 
Won by Ford Car 


DEARBORN.—Ford cars scored 
a slam in the annual running of 
the 1,000-mile Argentine road race 
by capturing the first five places 
in the hotly-contested dash from 
Buenos Aires to Bahia Blanca ané 
return. 


The winning driver was Esteban 
Fernandino, who averaged 73.6 
miles per hour over the route, Ford 
Motor Co. here was informed by 
cable from its Buenos Aires offices. 
His driving time was 13 hours, 39 
minutes, and 34 seconds over the 
route which was measured at 1,- 
005 miles. 

Fernandino’s victory was scored 
over 97 competitors, whose cars 
included most well-known Ameri- 
can makes. He finished 23 minutes 
ahead of Victor Garcia, who had a 
fight on his hands for second. 
Garcia flashed over the finish line 
only four minutes ahead of still an- 
other Ford, driven by Ernesto 
Blanco. 

Not only did the Ford V-8s take 
the first five places, but they also 
captured seventh, ninth, tenth and 
fifteenth places. The pace was so 
hot that only 34 cars were able to 
finish the race. 






Houdaille-Hershey Buys 
Eaton Bumper Division 


JACKSON, Mich.—Sale of the 
bumper manufacturing plant of 
Eaton Mfg. Co. here to Houdaille- 
Hershey Corp. of Detroit was an- 
nounced last week. 

Transfer of the Jackson proper- 
ties including land, building, equip- 
ment and inventories will take 
place Jan. 2, 1941. C. L. Halliday 
will continue as general manager 
under the new ownership. 


Old Car Name Plates 
Becoming Valuable 


PONTIAC.—Do you happen to 
have the hame plate of an Ab- 
bott-Detroit, an American Mors 
or a Sears Roebuck Motor Buggy 
laying around the house? If 
you do it’s worth money in the 
growing market for name plates 
of ancient automobiles, accord- 
ing to Frank Walker, head of 
the Pontiac courtesy depart- 
ment. 

Walker began collecting car 
name plates back in 1917 and 
has about 600, the majority of 
them once adorning cars which 
ceased to exist a decade or more 
ago. Brush Runabouts, Dagmars, 
Dianas, Moons, Copley Minors, 
Kissells, Stanley Steamers and 
hundreds of others — some 
masterpieces of the jewelers’ 
craft — are in the Walker col- 
lection. 











THE SAGA 
100 YEARS ON RUBBER 
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STUDEBAKER’S High Command. From left to right: Harold 8. 
Vance, chairman; Paul G. Hoffman, president, and George D. Keller, 
vice-president in charge of sales at presentation of 25-year service 
plaque to Keller. 


Chapter CliI—Studebaker and Hoffman 


No chapter of “Who, Me?” is more truly American 
than the Studebaker story. It is a real old-timer’s yarn, 
full of red blood, full of courage, full of the robust stuff 
that makes the whole story of the industry so alive and 
exciting. 

As “Who, Me?” goes to the presses, Studebaker is 
closing its eighty-eighth year as a builder of quality 
transportation for America and for the world. The com- 
pany started modestly, expanded quickly, gained world- 
wide repute before the horseless carriage came into ex- 
istence. The alert minds of its founders spanned the 
transition period, from fine carriages and wagons to 
motor vehicles, quickly and successfully, and the firm 
reached new peaks of success and popularity. Today 
Studebaker proudly lives up to its often used slogan 
“the great independent” and such it is, if not the great- 
est, certainly one of the great. 

The first paragraph of Studebaker began when the 
Studebaker family arrived in Philadelphia from Rotter- 
dam, Holland, in September, 1736— more than 200 
years ago. The story moves forward from there quickly 
and tersely. 

John Studebaker, a great grandson, built a shop near 
Gettysburg, Pa. in 1830 and established a business as 
blacksmith and wagonmaker. 

The business was moved to Ashland, O., in 1835. 

Two of John’s five sons, Henry and Clem Studebaker, 
drove overland in 1850 to South Bend, Ind., where Clem 
taught school and worked as a blacksmith in his spare 
time. 

Henry and Clem established the firm of H. & C. Stude- 
baker, blacksmiths and wagon builders in South Bend 
in 1852 with a capital of $68 and two forges. They 
built three wagons the first year and in 1856 built their 
first carriage. 

J. M. Studebaker, another brother, joined the gold 
rush and arrived in Hangtown, Calif. (now Placerville) , 
in August, 1853. Finding gold mining a precarious busi- 
ness, he engaged in the manufacture of wheelbarrows, 
picks, shovels and other mining equipment, and the 
Studebaker wheelbarrow became a tradition in Cali- 
fornia mining just as the Studebaker wagon became a 
fixed part of the American agricultural scene. 

In 1858 J. M. Studebaker was induced by his brothers 
to return to South Bend where he invested $8,000 worth 
of gold nuggets in the H. & C. Studebaker business. At 
this point Henry retired from the business. Clem re- 
mained as president but J. M. began to manifest the 
qualities of leadership which dominated the company 
until his death. 

In the early 60’s, Peter E. joined his brothers in South 
Bend and became sales manager. He opened the first 
branch of the company at St. Joseph, Mo., in 1870. 
Another brother, Jacob F., joined the firm as a sales- 
man in 1870. 


Studebaker Wagons 

Studebaker wagons earned such a reputation for 
sturdy service during the Civil War that the company 
became nationally, even internationally known, and the 
business grew rapidly after the close of the war. In 1867 
sales were $350,000 and at the end of the year net 
tangible assets amounted to $223,269. 

The Civil War experience also stimulated the com- 
pany’s first foreign business. The reports of British and 
other military observers on the performance records of 
Studebaker wagons during the war attracted so much 
attention abroad that unsolicited foreign orders began 
to arrive in substantial volume and the company estab- 
lished an export division to handle them. ; 

Studebaker Brothers Mfg. Co. was organized on 
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Mar. 26, 1868, to give corporate form to the rapidly 


expanding business. Clem became president, John M., 
treasurer, and Peter E., secretary, at annual salaries 
of $2,000 each. The company was capitalized at $75,000, 
of which each of the brothers contributed one-third. 

_The “Studebaker Repository,” probably the first 
highway vehicle service station in America, was estab- 
lished in Chicago in 1885. The building was called a 
skyscraper. It was eight stories high and located on 
Michigan Avenue where the Fine Arts building, in- 
eae the Studebaker Theater and the Playhouse, now 
stands. 

_ Minutes of directors’ meetings show that serious con- 
sideration was first given to the horseless carriage at a 
meeting held on May 12, 1897. Engineering experiments 
continued during the next five years while Studebaker 
was making bodies for electric runabouts produced by 
other companies. 


Electrics in 1902 


In 1902 Studebaker entered the automobile field for 
the first time and built 20 electric runabouts. 

Beginning in 1904, the company sold the Studebaker- 
Garford gasoline car, the bodies being built by Stude- 
baker and the chassis on contract by the Garford Co. 
Commencing in 1908, Studebaker marketed the entire 
gasoline car output of the Everett-Metzger-Flanders 


oO. 

The Studebaker Corp. was organized in 1911 as a 
merger of E-M-F and Studebaker Brothers with the 
issuance of $43,500,000 of common and preferred stock. 
The next year the first car bearing the Studebaker 
nameplate was introduced. 

An extensive building program, completed in 1920, 
gave the company a productive capacity of 200 cars a 
day at South Bend. Studebaker’s South Bend plant to- 
day has a capacity of more than 250,000 cars a year. 
It was in 1920 also that Studebaker decided to concen- 
trate on automobile manufacturing, wagon-making be- 
ing discontinued in that year. 

Studebaker bought its $1,000,000 proving ground just 
outside South Bend in 1926. 

The 1,000,000th Studebaker rolled off the South Bend 
assembly line in February, 1926. 

The 2,000,000th Studebaker was produced and sold 
in April, 1939. 

Two men, who came up from the ranks, became the 
chief executive officers of the corporation in 1935. They 
were Harold S. Vance, chairman and Paul G. Hoffman, 
president. 





STUDEBAKER’S first gasoline car. 


One conclusion seemed obvious to the new manage- 
ment. Opportunity for growth was most promising in 
the low-price field, then dominated by three cars. Stude- 
baker engineers were given the task of building an en- 
tirely new type of automobile, conceived solely for the 
low-priced market. It had at least to be the equal in 
size, safety and performance of the cars then being 
offered the public and have one quality of unquestioned 
superiority: economy in operation. In the spring of 
1939 the Studebaker engineers offered as the answer to 
the problem the Champion, now in its third model year. 
The engineers designed a car which weighed 500 to 
650 pounds less than competing cars in the low-price 
field. Every ounce of excess weight had been engineered 
out of this new Champion to give claimed gasoline 
economy of 10 to 25 percent better than any other low- 
priced car. Studebaker sold 72,791 Champions in the 
first year of production. Nine months after it was in- 
troduced, 6,000 owners reported they had driven their 
cars a total of 50,000,000 miles — had averaged 20.43 
miles to the gallon of gasoline! 

There are approximately 10,000 employes on the 
Studebaker payroll. The present working force of fac- 
tory employes represents an aggregate of more than 
200,000 years of experience at their crafts in Studebaker 
plants. 

For 88 years friendly relations have existed between 
the company and its employes, uninterrupted by any 
serious labor disturbance. 

With few exceptions, new employes have been sought 
from Studebaker families and from the Studebaker com- 
munity. Hundreds of fathers have taught their crafts to 
their sons. When new processes requiring new tech- 
niques were introduced, Studebaker trained its older 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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New ‘Skycar’ to Appear 
Within a Few Weeks 


DETROIT. — The Skycar, a 
plane that is half airplane and 
half automobile, will appear on 
the American market within a 
few weeks. Designed under the 
direction of William B. Stout 
and sponsored by Fred J. Fisher, 
the Skycar will have four 
wheels, a 100-horsepower engine 
and a two-seater cabin. 

It will sell for about $2,000. 
Cruising speed is 120 miles per 
hour. 


Valvoline’s 75th Year 


CINCINNATI. — Nineteen forty-one 


arks the completion of 75 years of 
ainterrupted existence for Valvoline 
il Co., makers of the first of the 
ennsylvania lubricants, it is an- 
ounced Fy G. P. Doll, president of 
‘alvoline 


Sparks 
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together and are finding that the 
conference table produces better 
results than strikes. Maybe the 
millennium is not so far away after 


all. 
a * + 


THIS COLUMNIST having fin- 
ished his book, “Who, Me?” and 
got it on the market, is going to 
take time off for his annual visit 
to California. Supposedly it is a 
vacation, but just the same the 
column will be written each of the 
three weeks he will be away. The 
real excuse for the trip is the Gil- 
more economy run, which he will 
again referee. This time it will 
start in Los Angeles Jan. 9 and 
finish that same evening at the 
Grand Canyon, about 600 miles 
away. This national contest is pro- 
moted by the Gilmore Oil Co., of 
Los Angeles, and brings together 
in competition some 26 cars repre- 
senting most of the manufacturers 
in the industry, although entered 
by dealers. 


So from Jan. 2 to the night of 
the 8th, this columnist can be 
reached at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Los Angeles. 








“u 41 My AUTO-Bi h 
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(Continued from Previous Page) 
men for their new tasks and called in the sons, relatives 
and friends of their own employes to teach them new 
trades rather than import transient workmen from 


other industrial centers. 


As a result of this policy, Studebaker enjoys a record 
of continuity of employment seldom equaled. In 1923 
the average Studebaker employe was 32 years old. 
Today the average is 44 years. : 

Studebaker’s payroll shows that 58.4 percent of its 
factory employes are more than 40 years old today 
as compared to 29.9 percent in 1927. The average auto- 


mobile factory reports but 
more than 40. 


21 percent of its employes 


Studebaker employes are an unusually cohesive group, 
rooted to the community and to the institution. They 


do their own thinking and 


contribute imagination and 


craftsmanship as well as time to their jobs. This pride 
in home and craft probably accounts in large measure 
for the fact that in the last 13 years the percentage of 
employes more than 40 years old has grown from 29.9 
to 58.4%. The various age groups compare as follows 


for the two periods: 


Age Distribution 

Under 21 years of age 
21 to 25 years of age . 
26 to 30 years of age 

31 to 35 years of age 

36 to 40 years of age . 
41 to 45 years of age . 
46 to 50 years of age . 
51 to 55 years of age 

56 to 60 years of age 

61 to 65 years of age . 
Over 65 years of age .. 
Average Age, 1940—43.81%. 


1927 1940 
4.1% 015% 
17.7% 2.2% 
18.5% 8.5% 
16.2% 13.3% 
13.7% 17.38% 
11.2% 16.2% 
7.8% 15.2% 
4.9% 12.6% 
3.0% 8.2% 
_-p en 3.9% 
om. <<. a ee 2.5% 


The average length of service of Studebaker em- 
ployes is 13.05 years as compared with 6.9 years for the 
average of all but one of the major automobile com- 
panies. Five employes have worked for Studebaker for 
more than 50 years. Forty-five percent of the men and 
women on the payroll have been with the company 15 
years or more, 10 percent more than 20 years and 4 


percent more than 25 years. 


Another of the many reasons why I say the Story of 
Studebaker is 100 percent full-blooded American. 


This is the 108rd installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 
Next week, Hudson Motor Car Co. 
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CHRIS SINSABAUGH, 
2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit 


Please enter our order for: 


To 
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wees Copies of the Special Deluxe 
Edition at $7.50 each. 
(Each copy of this limited edi- 
tion will be autographed). 


Check for G............ enclosed [|] 


sigeceed Copies of “Who, Me?—My 
AUTO-biography” at $3.75 each, 
postpaid. 


or ship C.O.D. 7 





OPENING CEREMONY at the ‘‘Author, Author” party 


a 
\ e 


Photos by Ray Glonka 
staged Dec. 20 in 


Automotive News’ building in Detroit for Chris Sinsabau h, Automotive News 


editor who recently put on the market his book 


“Who, Me?, Forty Years of 


Automobile History.” Chris, left, looks on while George M. Slocum, publisher 


of Automotive News, carves the first slice from a “ 


ho, Me?’”’ ham. 





AMONG BRASS HATS attendin 


standing, George W. Mason, president of Nash-Kelvinator; Wi 


the “Who, Me?” party ware, ett to right, 


am B. Stout, 


ti designer; Carl Breer, executive engineer Chrysler Corp., and 
Fred M. Yeder, vice-chairman of board, Chrysler Corp. Seated, Chris Sinsabaugh. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, William McIntyre, of Monroe Auto Equipment Co., Monroe, 


Mich.; Ben Koether, of Campbell-Ewald, Detroit, and 


Hudson Motor Car Co. 


uido Behn, director, 





LEFT TO RIGHT, George Keller, vice-president in charge of sales, Stude- 
baker; Burt Wilson, of Walker & C 
Statler hotel, Detroit; Clarence 7 sepesee 

railer 


Fruehauf, president, Fruehauf 
Woodall Industries, Detroit. 


etroit; Joe Busha, sales manager, 
president, Walker & Co.; Harvey 
Herbert 


Woodall, president, 





STUDEBAKER representatives flew to Detroit to attend the “Who, Me?” 
party. Left to right, George Keller, Studebaker vice-president in charge of 


sales; Chris Sinsabaugh, and Morrow Krum, Studebaker public relations chief 


connected with Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham agency. 
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New Orleans Car 
Sales Total 773 


Units in Nov. 


NEW ORLEANS.—Although de- 
liveries in November of passenger 
cars fell short of the high mark 
of 854 cars sold in October, the 
number is considerably higher 
compared to the same month in 
previous years. Dealers delivered 
773 passenger cars during Novem- 
ber. 

Chevrolet sales led with 173 reg- 
istered during the month with 
Ford registering 150. Plymouth 
recorded 79 sales with Studebaker 
in fourth place with 59 deliveries. 

Buick was in fifth place with 
51 deliveries and Dodge recorded 
46 for sixth place, while Oldsmobile 
recorded 38 deliveries for seventh 
place and Pontiac registered 35 
for eighth place. Cadillac delivered 
22 for ninth place and Chrysler 
was in 10th place with 20 deliveries. 


Studebaker Adds 
A ‘Double Dater’ 


SOUTH BEND.—Close upon the 
heels of the 1941 models, Stude- 
baker now announces an addition 
to the line, a five-passenger Cham- 
pion coupe, called the “Double 
Dater.” The new model is in pro- 
duction and it is expected that 
dealers in all parts of America will 
soon have samples, according to 
Geo. D. Keller, Studebaker vice- 
president in charge of sales. 

The “Double Dater’” combines 
the seating capacity of the Cham- 
pion sedan with the dash and zest 
of the modern coupe. Its two 
front seats swing forward and in- 
ward for easy entrance or exit. 
The rear seat, which stretches 
across the width of the car instead 
of the circular effect adopted for 
some coupes, has ample room for 
three, maximum comfort for two. 

“The ‘Double Dater’ goes far be- 
yond the use its name implies,” 
stated Keller in announcing the 
new model. “While it is ideal for 
two couples or medium-sized fam- 
ilies, it will also serve the sales- 
man, demonstrator or professional 
man. 


Lempco Plant Addition 

BEDFORD, O.—Lempco Products 
Inc., have let out contracts to expand 
their plant and production facilities, 
it has been announced by J. F. Strnad, 
president. 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quic 
12,000 Auto 


Twenty-five cents per word fer 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviatien 
as one word.’ Address: 

WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 





NEED A TRAINED EXECUTIVE? 


<iiciettigutidaiabiorisinianitiaaaiaptiiaaintabnitinainigsinatamaat aeeiiedatants 

I WAS assistant to the president of a 
major passenger car manufacturer. I 
was with a leading maker for about 10 
years in domestic and export business. 
Was their European representative for 
three years and export manager for 
three years. I became assistant sales 
manager and helped form the organiza- 
tion then later was appointed assistant 
to the president. I resigned to come to 
Washington to take over a Washington 
distributorship. Some time ago I sold out 
my interest. Now I am anxious to make 
a connection in the automobile business 
oom Box 252, Automotive News, De- 
roit. 


BUYER WANTED 


COLLEOTION SYSTEM—Approved method. 
Prepared for Automotive Trade. Effec- 
tive, inexpensive. Trial suggested. Samples 
and literature sent Free. Write today. 
Mereantile Forms Company, 11 Avon 
Atreet, Providence, Rhode Island 











AS MODERN AS TOMORROW 


Chicago's noret 


i 
KNICKERBOCKER 
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Buffalo Reports 


Nov. Sales Up 27% 
Over Last Year 


BUFFALO.— New car registra- 
tions in Erie county during No- 
vember mounted 27 percent over 
the corresponding month a year 
ago, Buffalo Automotive Trade 
Assn. reported. November registra- 
tions totaled 2,527 compared with 
1,982 in November, 1939. 

November registrations fell off 
slightly, however, from the 2,678 
total of October and the percent- 
age gain over the 1939 month was 
lower. 

Registrations of new cars in 
Erie county during the first 11 
months of 1940 recorded a 29 per- 
cent gain over the corresponding 
period of 1939. It was indicated 
that 1940 will go down as one of 
the best sales years in the history 
of the industry in this area. 

Used car stocks are reported in 
fairly good condition here al- 
though used cars have not been 
moving as fast as the new models 
and some dealers report congested 
condition. This situation is ex- 
pected to be corrected after the 
first of the year, however. 

Consumer purchasing power in 
this area is mounting sharply as 
the national defense program gets 
into swing and many of these 
added dollars are going into the 
purchase of new automobiles. Mili- 
tary conscription as yet has had no 
apparent effect on curtailing new 
car sales in this district. 


1,000 Mile Race 
Won by Ford Car 


DEARBORN.—Ford cars scored 
a slam in the annual running of 
the 1,000-mile Argentine road race 
by capturing the first five places 
in the hotly-contested dash from 
Buenos Aires to Bahia Blanca and 
return. 

The winning driver was Esteban 
Fernandino, who averaged 73.6 
miles per hour over the route, Ford 
Motor Co. here was informed by 
cable from its Buenos Aires offices. 
His driving time was 13 hours, 39 
minutes, and 34 seconds over the 
route which was measured at l1,- 
005 miles. 

Fernandino’s victory was scored 
over 97 competitors, whose cars 
included most well-known Ameri- 
can makes. He finished 23 minutes 
ahead of Victor Garcia, who had a 
fight on his hands for second. 
Garcia flashed over the finish line 
only four minutes ahead of still an- 
other Ford, driven by Ernesto 
Blanco. 

Not only did the Ford V-8s take 
the first five places, but they also 
captured seventh, ninth, tenth and 
fifteenth places. The pace was so 
hot that only 34 cars were able to 
finish the race. 


Houdaille-Hershey Buys 
Eaton Bumper Division 


JACKSON, Mich.—Sale of the 
bumper manufacturing plant of 
Eaton Mfg. Co. here to Houdaille- 
Hershey Corp. of Detroit was an- 
nounced last week. 

Transfer of the Jackson proper- 
ties including land, building, equip- 
ment and inventories will take 
place Jan. 2, 1941. C. L. Halliday 
will continue as general manager 
under the new ownership. 


Old Car Name Plates 
Becoming Valuable 


PONTIAC.—Do you happen to 
have the name plate of an Ab- 
bott-Detroit, an American Mors 
or a Sears Roebuck Motor Buggy 
laying around the house? If 
you do it’s worth money in the 
growing market for name plates 
of ancient automobiles, accord- 
ing to Frank Walker, head of 
the Pontiac courtesy depart- 
ment. 

Walker began collecting car 
name plates back in 1917 and 
has about 600, the majority of 
them once adorning cars which 
ceased to exist a decade or more 
ago. Brush Runabouts, Dagmars, 
Dianas, Moons, Copley Minors, 
Kissells, Stanley Steamers and 
hundreds of others — some 
masterpieces of the jewelers’ 
craft — are in the Walker col- 
lection. 
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plaque to Keller. 


Chapter CIII—Studebaker and Hoffman 


No chapter of “Who, Me?” is more truly American 
than the Studebaker story. It is a real old-timer’s yarn, 
full of red blood, full of courage, full of the robust stuff 
that makes the whole story of the industry so alive and 
exciting. 

As “Who, Me?” goes to the presses, Studebaker is 
closing its eighty-eighth year as a builder of quality 
transportation for America and for the world. The com- 
pany started modestly, expanded quickly, gained world- 
wide repute before the horseless carriage came into ex- 
istence. The alert minds of its founders spanned the 
transition period, from fine carriages and wagons to 
motor vehicles, quickly and successfully, and the firm 
reached new peaks of success and popularity. Today 
Studebaker proudly lives up to its often used slogan 
“the great independent” and such it is, if not the great- 
est, certainly one of the great. 

The first paragraph of Studebaker began when the 
Studebaker family arrived in Philadelphia from Rotter- 
dam, Holland, in September, 1736—more than 200 
years ago. The story moves forward from there quickly 
and tersely. 

John Studebaker, a great grandson, built a shop near 
Gettysburg, Pa. in 1830 and established a business as 
blacksmith and wagonmaker. 

The business was moved to Ashland, O., in 1835. 

Two of John’s five sons, Henry and Clem Studebaker, 
drove overland in 1850 to South Bend, Ind., where Clem 
taught school and worked as a blacksmith in his spare 
time. 

Henry and Clem established the firm of H. & C. Stude- 
baker, blacksmiths and wagon builders in South Bend 
in 1852 with a capital of $68 and two forges. They 
built three wagons the first year and in 1856 built their 
first carriage. 

J. M. Studebaker, another brother, joined the gold 
rush and arrived in Hangtown, Calif. (now Placerville) , 
in August, 1853. Finding gold mining a precarious busi- 
ness, he engaged in the manufacture of wheelbarrows, 
picks, shovels and other mining equipment, and the 
Studebaker wheelbarrow became a tradition in Cali- 
fornia mining just as the Studebaker wagon became a 
fixed part of the American agricultural scene. 

In 1858 J. M. Studebaker was induced by his brothers 
to return to South Bend where he invested $8,000 worth 
of gold nuggets in the H. & C. Studebaker business. At 
this point Henry retired from the business. Clem re- 
mained as president but J. M. began to manifest the 
qualities of leadership which dominated the company 
until his death. 

In the early 60’s, Peter E. joined his brothers in South 
Bend and became sales manager. He opened the first 
branch of the company at St. Joseph, Mo., in 1870. 
Another brother, Jacob F., joined the firm as a sales- 
man in 1870. 


Studebaker Wagons 

Studebaker wagons earned such a reputation for 
sturdy service during the Civil War that the company 
became nationally, even internationally known, and the 
business grew rapidly after the close of the war. In 1867 
sales were $350,000 and at the end of the year net 
tangible assets amounted to $223,269. 

The Civil War experience also stimulated the com- 
pany’s first foreign business. The reports of British and 
other military observers on the performance records of 
Studebaker wagons during the war attracted so much 
attention abroad that unsolicited foreign orders began 
to arrive in substantial volume and the company estab- 
lished an export division to handle them. 

Studebaker Brothers Mfg. Co. was organized on 
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STUDEBAKER’S High Command. From left to right: Harold 8. 
Vance, chairman; Paul G. Hoffman, president, and George D. Keller, 
vice-president in charge of sales at presentation of 25-year service 


Mar. 26, 1868, to give corporate form to the rapi 
expanding business. Clem became president, John . 
treasurer, and Peter E., secretary, at annual salaries 
of $2,000 each. The company was capitalized at $75,000, 
of which each of the brothers contributed one-third. 

_ The Studebaker Repository,” probably the first 
highway vehicle service station in America, was estab- 
lished in Chicago in 1885. The building was called a 
skyscraper. It was eight stories high and located on 
Michigan Avenue where the Fine Arts building, in- 
aaa the Studebaker Theater and the Playhouse, now 

S. 

; Minutes of directors’ meetings show that serious con- 
sideration was first given to the horseless carriage at a 
meeting held on May 12, 1897. Engineering experiments 
continued during the next five years while Studebaker 
was making bodies for electric runabouts produced by 
other companies. 


Electrics in 1902 


In 1902 Studebaker entered the automobile field for 
the first time and built 20 electric runabouts. 

Beginning in 1904, the company sold the Studebaker- 
Garford gasoline car, the bodies being built by Stude- 
baker and the chassis on contract by the Garford Co. 
Commencing in 1908, Studebaker marketed the entire 
— car output of the Everett-Metzger-Flanders 


Oo. 

The Studebaker Corp. was organized in 1911 as a 
merger of E-M-F and Studebaker Brothers with the 
issuance of $43,500,000 of common and preferred stock. 
The next year the first car bearing the Studebaker 
nameplate was introduced. 

An extensive building program, completed in 1920, 
gave the company a productive capacity of 200 cars a 
day at South Bend. Studebaker’s South Bend plant to- 
day has a capacity of more than 250,000 cars a year. 
It was in 1920 also that Studebaker decided to concen- 
trate on automobile manufacturing, wagon-making be- 
ing discontinued in that year. 

Studebaker bought its $1,000,000 proving ground just 
outside South Bend in 1926. 

The 1,000,000th Studebaker rolled off the South Bend 
assembly line in February, 1926. 

The 2,000,000th Studebaker was produced and sold 
in April, 1939. 

Two men, who came up from the ranks, became the 
chief executive officers of the corporation in 1935. They 
were Harold S. Vance, chairman and Paul G. Hoffman, 
president. 








STUDEBAKER’S first gasoline car. 


One conclusion seemed obvious to the new manage- 
ment. Opportunity for growth was most promising in 
the low-price field, then dominated by three cars. Stude- 
baker engineers were given the task of building an en- 
tirely new type of automobile, conceived solely for the 
low-priced market. It had at least to be the equal in 
size, safety and performance of the cars then being 
offered the public and have one quality of unquestioned 
superiority: economy in operation. In the spring of 
1939 the Studebaker engineers offered as the answer to 
the problem the Champion, now in its third model year. 
The engineers designed a car which weighed 500 to 
650 pounds less than competing cars in the low-price 
field. Every ounce of excess weight had been engineered 
out of this new Champion to give claimed gasoline 
economy of 10 to 25 percent better than any other low- 
priced car. Studebaker sold 72,791 Champions in the 
first year of production. Nine months after it was in- 
troduced, 6,000 owners reported they had driven their 
cars a total of 50,000,000 miles — had averaged 20.43 
miles to the gallon of gasoline! 

There are approximately 10,000 employes on the 
Studebaker payroll. The present working force of fac- 
tory employes represents an aggregate of more than 
200,000 years of experience at their crafts in Studebaker 
plants. 

For 88 years friendly relations have existed between 
the company and its employes, uninterrupted by any 
serious labor disturbance. 

With few exceptions, new employes have been sought 
from Studebaker families and from the Studebaker com- 
munity. Hundreds of fathers have taught their crafts to 
their sons. When new processes requiring new tech- 
niques were introduced, Studebaker trained its older 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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yw in comparison with the two 
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ystry are getting closer and closer 





together and are finding that the 
conference table produces better 
results than strikes. Maybe the 
millennium is not so far away after 
all. 


* * 


THIS COLUMNIST having fin- 
ished his book, “Who, Me?” and 
got it on the market, is going to 
take time off for his annual visit 
to California. Supposedly it is a 
vacation, but just the same the 
column will be written each of the 
three weeks he will be away. The 
real excuse for the trip is the Gil- 
more economy run, which he will 
again referee. This time it will 
start in Los Angeles Jan. 9 and 
finish that same evening at the 
Grand Canyon, about 600 miles 
away. This national contest is pro- 
moted by the Gilmore Oil Co., of 
Los Angeles, and brings together 
in competition some 26 cars repre- 
senting most of the manufacturers 
in the industry, although entered 
by dealers. 

So from Jan. 2 to the night of 
the 8th, this columnist can be 
reached at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Los Angeles. 















New ‘Skycar’ to Appear 
Within a Few Weeks 


DETROIT. — The Skycar, a 
plane that is half airplane and 
half automobile, will appear on 
the American market within a 
few weeks. Designed under the 
direction of William B. Stout 
and sponsored by Fred J. Fisher, 
the Skycar will have four 
wheels, a 100-horsepower engine 
and a two-seater cabin. 

It will sell for about $2,000. 
Cruising speed is 120 miles per 
hour. 


Valvoline’s 75th Year 


CINCINNATI. — Nineteen forty-one 


arks the completion of 75 
ninterrupted existence for Valvoline 
jl Co., makers of the first of the 
ennsylvania lubricants, it is an- 


ounced by G. P. Doll, president of 
41 My AUTO-Biography 


“Who, Me? By Chris Sinsabaugh 
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men for their new tasks and called in the sons, relatives 
and friends of their own employes to teach them new 
trades rather than import transient workmen from 
other industrial centers. 

As a result of this policy, Studebaker enjoys a record 
of continuity of employment seldom equaled. In 1923 
the average Studebaker employe was 32 years old. 
Today the average is 44 years. 

Studebaker’s payroll shows that 58.4 percent of its 
factory employes are more than 40 years old today 
as compared to 29.9 percent in 1927. The average auto- 
mobile factory reports but 21 percent of its employes 
more than 40. 

Studebaker employes are an unusually cohesive group, 


ears of 














' rooted to the community and to the institution. They 


do their own thinking and contribute imagination and 
craftsmanship as well as time to their jobs. This pride 
in home and craft probably accounts in large measure 
for the fact that in the last 13 years the percentage of 
employes more than 40 years old has grown from 29.9 
to 58.4%. The various age groups compare as follows 
for the two periods: 


Age Distribution 1927 1940 
Under 21 years of age 4.1% 015% 
21 to 25 years of age . 17.7% 2.2% 
26 to 30 years of age 18.5% 8.5% 
31 to 35 years of age 16.2% 13.3% 
36 to 40 years of age 13.7% 17.3% 
41 to 45 years of age 11.2% 16.2% 
46 to 50 years of age 7.8% 15.2% 
51 to 55 years of age 4.9% 12.6% 
56 to 60 years of age 3.0% 8.2% 
61 to 65 years of age 1.7% 3.9% 
Over 65 years of age 1.2% 2.5% 


Average Age, 1940—43.81%. 


The average length of service of Studebaker em- 
ployes is 13.05 years as compared with 6.9 years for the 
average of all but one of the major automobile com- 
panies. Five employes have worked for Studebaker for 
more than 50 years. Forty-five percent of the men and 
women on the payroll have been with the company 15 
years or more, 10 percent more than 20 years and 4 
percent more than 25 years. 

Another of the many reasons why I say the Story of 
Studebaker is 100 percent full-blooded American. 


This is the 108rd installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 
Next week, Hudson Motor Car Co. 
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CHRIS SINSABAUGH, 
2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit i 


Please enter our order for: 


ee Copies of “Who, Me?—My 
AUTO-biography” at $3.75 each, 
postpaid. 


...Copies of the Special Deluxe 
Edition at $7.50 each. 
(Each copy of this limited edi- 
tion will be autographed). 


Check for 6............ enclosed [7 
or ship C.0.D. 7 
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Photos by Ray Glonka 


OPENING CEREMONY at the “Author, Author” party, staged Dec. 20 in 
Automotive News’ building in Detroit for Chris Sinsabaugh, 

editor who recently put on the market his book ‘‘Who, 

Automobile History.’ M. 
of Automotive News, carves the first slice from a “ 


Automotive News 
Forty Years of 
Chris, left, looks on while Geor hes wh — 





AMONG BRASS HATS attending the ‘“‘Who, Me?” party were, left to right, 
——- Gosrms Ww apeen. pees dent 6 a —— = = wees, 
automotiv esigner; ar reer, executive engineer r op 
Fred M. Seder, vice-chairman of board, Chrysler Corp. Seated, hris Sinsabaugh. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, William McIntyre, of Monroe Auto Equipment Co., Monroe, 
Mich.; Ben Koether, of Campbell-Ewald, Detroit, and Guido Behn, director, 
Hudson Motor Car Co. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, George Keller, winn-peessaees in charge of sales, Stude- 
baker; Burt Wilson, of Walker & Co., etroit; Joe Busha, sales manager, 
Statler hotel, Detroit; Clarence D. Blessed president, Walker & Co.; Harvey 
Fruehauf, president, Fruehauf Trailer Co.; Herbert Woodall, president, 
Woodall Industries, Detroit. 





STUDEBAKER representatives flew to Detroit to attend the “Who, Me?’ 
party. Left to right, George Keller, Studebaker vice-president in charge of 
sales; Chris Sinsabaugh, and Morrow Krum, Studebaker public relations chief 
connected with Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham agency. 
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New Orleans Car 
Sales Total 773 


Units in Nov. 


NEW ORLEANS.—Although de- 
liveries in November of passenger 
cars fell short of the high mark 
of 854 cars sold in October, the 
number is considerably higher 
compared to the same month in 
previous years. Dealers delivered 
773 passenger cars during Novem- 


ber. 

Chevrolet sales led with 173 reg- 
istered during the month with 
Ford registering 150. Plymouth 
recorded 79 sales with Studebaker 
in fourth place with 59 deliveries. 

Buick was in fifth place with 
51 deliveries and Dodge recorded 
46 for sixth place, while Oldsmobile 
recorded 38 deliveries for seventh 
place and Pontiac registered 35 
for eighth place. Cadillac delivered 
22 for ninth place and Chrysler 
was in 10th place with 20 deliveries. 


Studebaker Adds 
A ‘Double Dater’ 


SOUTH BEND.—Close upon the 
heels of the 1941 models, Stude- 
baker now announces an addition 
to the line, a five-passenger Cham- 
pion coupe, called the “Double 
Dater.” The new model is in pro- 
duction and it is expected that 
dealers in all parts of America will 
soon have samples, according to 
Geo. D. Keller, Studebaker vice- 
president in charge of sales. 

The “Double Dater”’ combines 
the seating capacity of the Cham- 
pion sedan with the dash and zest 
of the modern coupe. Its two 
front seats swing forward and in- 
ward for easy entrance or exit. 
The rear seat, which stretches 
across the width of the car instead 
of the circular effect adopted for 
some coupes, has ample room for 
three, maximum comfort for two. 

“The ‘Double Dater’ goes far be- 
yond the use its name implies,” 
stated Keller in announcing the 
new model. “While it is ideal for 
two couples or medium-sized fam- 
ilies, it will also serve the sales- 
man, demonstrator or professional 
man. 


Lempco Plant Addition 


BEDFORD, O.—Lempco Products 
Inc., have let out contracts to expand 
their plant and production facilities, 
it has been announced by J. F. Strnad, 
president. 


WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 








Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 

Want to Sell? 
i a an eae 


12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN CENTS 
PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents word 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviatien 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


NEED A TRAINED EXECUTIVE? 


I WAS assistant to the president of a 
major passenger car manufacturer. I 
was with a leading maker for about 10 
years in domestic and export business. 
Was their European representative for 
three years and export manager for 
three years. I became assistant sales 
manager and helped form the organiza- 
tion then later was appointed assistant 
to the president. I resigned to come to 
Washington to take over a Washington 
distributorship. Some time ago I sold out 
my interest. Now I am anxious to make 
a connection in the automobile business 
co. Box 252, Automotive News, De- 
roit. 


BUYER WANTED 


COLLEOTION SYSTEM—Approved method. 
Prepared for Automotive Trade. Effec- 
tive, inexpensive. Trial suggested. Samples 
and literature sent Free. Write today. 
Mereantile Forms Company, 11 Avon 
Atreet, Providence, Rhode Island. 














AS MODERN AS TOMORROW 


®Enjoyy 


Gl Tiaele Lome ona a 


KNICKERBOCKER 








Me MUTA CD 
PD AA AY LEAL 


-and now people in State after State all across 
the country are buying new Chevrolets for 
1941 with even greater eagerness and even 
greater enthusiasm --- because they are fully 
convinced that with these new products 
Chevrolet has widened still further its 
value. leadership in the industry! 


EA MAMI ORES ML 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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